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Féile an Phobail has built 
up an outstanding 
reputation as Ireland’s 
largest community festival 
and it is a great privilege to 
be associated with its 2019 
Summer School. The 
programme features over 
75 events, including the 
long established West 
Belfast Talks Back and the 
much anticipated Leaders 
Debate, giving a platform 
to key figures from a range 
of main political parties. It 
promises to be an intense 
and intriguing period of 
discussion and we are 
delighted to offer our 
support.

Noel Doran 
Editor, The Irish News. 
 

West Belfast is not an island. What happens here is affected by and has effects on the wider 
interconnected world. Once again, the discussions and debates at Feile shine a light on some 
of these interconnections. One of the most significant of these is Brexit and the consequent 
debate on the possibility of a transformed and united Ireland. There is at least one event each 
day during Feile which touches on this – from the economics of a unified country to the 
constitutional issues involved in unification, from the legacy of the radical vision of the 
Democratic Programme of the First Dáil in 1919 to radical visions for the future. Irish history is 
another major strand with talks on the Limerick Soviet of 1919, Civil Rights in 1969, the abuse 
of women during the War of Independence and the Civil War and struggles for women’s votes 
and socialism, Charlotte Despard and Cathal Brugha. Contemporary issues relating to 
women – rape trials, female genital mutilation, abortion, women and Irish music – also get 
star billing. The international and global scene also appears, with talks on Kenya, Kurdistan, 
Amritsar, Palestine, and the global environmental crisis. Add to this West Belfast Talks Back, 
the Leaders’ Debate with representatives from political parties north and south, and the 
British Labour Party’s John McDonnell and you have Ireland’s largest summer school. If you 
want to get beyond the superficial view of the world offered by social media and the tabloid 
press, come to Feile an Phobail – and come often! 

Bill Rolston 
Chair  
Debates and Discussions, Féile an Phobail 
 

OVER 75 
EVENTS



A Chairde 
  
St Mary’s University College has been associated with Féile an Phobail since 1992. We are 
immensely proud to be involved in a true collaborative partnership with Féile and in 
particular, Ireland’s biggest community arts festival and summer school. 
  
We are especially delighted to be a sponsor for the Debates and Discussion element of the 
Féile. As a higher education institution committed to community engagement and  located 
on the Falls Road since 1900 we appreciate the dynamism and innovation that the summer 
school brings to the local area each year. The summer school is a quest for learning to enable 
continuous improvement and to facilitate  a collective understanding of the cultural, 
economic, political and social context in which we find ourselves, be that here in Ireland and 
or on a global scale. 
  
Féile’s approach to Debates and Discussions is ever evolving, this year it is even more 
ambitious in its programming. 
  
I wish to congratulate Féile on this its 31st year and welcome all participants to the venues. 
  
Is mise

Professor Peter Finn 
Principal 
St Mary’s University College, Belfast 
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Loaf is proud to support  Féile an Phobail again this year by providing quality coffee and 
refreshments to help fuel the debates and discussions.  Importantly, the money you spend 
with Loaf at these events supports people with learning difficulties and autism to secure jobs 
with a future through the work of NOW Group.   
  
NOW Group is an award-social enterprise that was born in West Belfast.  We have invested 
significantly in the regeneration of our home area with Loaf Café  Bakery, the bright yellow 
building on the Grosvenor Road opposite the hospital, and our headquarters building just 
further along the road.  We continue to expand our Loaf catering operation geographically 
with our pottery and pizzeria in Crawfordsburn joining the Bobbin in City Hall.  We recently 
celebrated the opening of our latest café at the Ulster American Folk Park in Omagh.   
  
Alongside our thriving catering business we’re delighted that our innovative JAM Card goes 
from strength to strength with over 20,000 users of the card and app.  The card was designed 
by participants who identified the need for a discreet way of asking for ‘just a minute’ of 
patience in social situations, in shops or on public transport.  The card has been recognised 
as a key tool in supporting people with learning difficulties and autism to live more 
independently. 
As we continue to mature as an organisation it is important to us to be able to demonstrate 
our on-going support of the community in West Belfast through our relationship with Féile an 
Phobail.    

Maeve Monaghan 
CEO, NOW Group 

 



St. Mary’s University College, Thurs 1st Aug, 9.30am -12.30pm 
 
Áras ui Chonghaile, Thurs 1st Aug, 2pm – 16.30pm 
 
An Chultúrlann, Thurs 1st Aug, 7.30pm – Late 
 
Participants include: Harry Connolly, Director, Fáilte Feirste Thiar, Board Member Tourism 
Ireland and Visit Belfast, Dr Aled Eirug, Director, Morgan Academy, Jill Evans, MEP and Deputy 
of the Transport and Tourism Committee, Margueritte Perkins, Louisiana Council of Cultural 
Developments, Willie Cameron (Scotland), Dr Joanne Willetts (Cornwall), Jake Mac Siacais, 
Dr Alan Sandry, Morgan Academy, Liam Ó Cuinneagán, Director of Oideas Gael, Neil 
MacOmish, Board Director, Scott Brownrigg (New York, Hong Kong, Singapore, London and 
Cardiff), Dylan Griffiths, Smorgasbord Studio, Amsterdam, Angharad Wynne, Cultural 
Consultant working with 2019 International Year of indigenous Languages, Gearóid Trimble, 
Foras na Gaeilge, Patrick Torrent, Executive Director, Catalan Tourist Board, Ines Gusman, 
University of Santiago, Galicia, Haritz Rodriguez, Blog On Brands,  Professor Terry Stevens. 
 
 

MINORITY NATIVE LANGUAGES – A COMPETITIVE EDGE FOR TOURISM 
DESTINATIONS 

“YOUR 
LANGUAGE, 
YOUR PLACE”

FÉILE AN PHOBAIL 
2019 – IN 

COLLABORATION 
WITH THE MORGAN 

ACADEMY, 
SWANSEA 

UNIVERSITY (WITH 
STEVENS & 

ASSOCIATES)

LANGUAGE
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Yet again the Kennedy Centre is delighted to be associated with Féile an Phobail as a proud 
partner for 2019, something we have continued since opening our doors in 1991. Just like 
Féile, The Kennedy Centre plays an integral role in the West Belfast Community and relies on 
the local community for our success.It is an honour for us to have been able to help the 
growth of Féile since its inception. 
  
The Kennedy Centre understands the importance of Féile to the local community and is 
committed to a long term partnership that benefits us both.  The success of Féile is 
highlighted by the number of visitors from outside West Belfast who now regularly attend the 
wide range of diverse and cultural events with something for everyone. With Féile being the 
largest Community Arts Festival in Ireland our brand can only be enhanced by our alignment.   
  
This is our 2nd year of sponsoring the Debates and Discussions and we are looking forward to 
the wide range of cultural, economic and political debates scheduled to take place. It is an 
amazing feat to see the diversity of events that take place year in year out at St Marys 
University and highlights the hard work that goes into making  Féile the success that it is. 
 
The very best of luck Féile from everyone at the Kennedy Centre 

John Jones  
Centre Manager, Kennedy Centre 

 TEANGA



Whiterock Children’s Centre invite you to a workshop on Female Genital Mutilation (FGM). The 
aim of this workshop is to raise awareness about FGM in NI and increase detection and 
reporting, keeping African girls safe. Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is a safeguarding and 
Child Protection issue and is illegal in NI. All staff who work with children need to understand: 
What the practice of FGM is, why it is done, Cultural barriers associated with FGM and how to 
overcome them, Risks associated with FGM, how to protect and safeguard children, how to 
report FGM through the safeguarding channels, how to support FGM survivors. WARNING!! 
Some distressing content included!! Event is not suitable for children. Organised by Whiterock 
Children's Centre. For more information Contact  Ihintz: 028 9043 8438 or Ihintz: 
i.oliden@whiterockchildrenscentre.org 

Following a wide-ranging public debate prompted by the trial of two Ulster Rugby players in 
2018, there is a greater awareness of the challenges facing justice delivery around serious 
sexual offences, both north and south. Following the trial, a retired appeal court judge John 
Gillen led an independent review into how the criminal justice system in the north deals with 
serious sexual offence cases, making over 200 recommendations. The panel will discuss the 
implications for sexual offence trials, north and south. 

Shankill Library, Thurs 1st Aug, 1pm 
 
Women were active in many different political movements in the years before partition and 
the formation of the Northern Ireland state. This talk by historians’ Dr Margaret Ward and Dr 
Myrtle Hill will highlight some of the fascinating characters involved, including republicans 
Winifred Carney and Elizabeth Corr; suffragette and unionist Dr Elizabeth Bell; suffragette and 
labour councillor Margaret McCoubrey; and trade unionists Mary Galway and Ellen Gordon. 

CHALLENGING VOICES - 
BELFAST WOMEN AND 
THE VOTE, WAR AND 
SOCIALISM

11AM

STOP 
FEMALE 
GENITAL 
MUTILATION 

1PM

All events in St Mary’s University College unless otherwise stated.  For full details 
consult the Feile programme, print version or online WWW.FEILEBELFAST.COM

WORKSHOP 
LEAD 
Angie Marriott, 
UK Honour Based 
Violence and FGM 
expert.

RAPE 
TRIALS, 
NORTH 
AND 
SOUTH    SPEAKERS: Susan McKay and Noeline Blackwell 

CHAIR: Kellie O’Dowd

1PM

THURSDAY 1ST AUG 10  11THURSDAY 1ST AUG

St. Mary’s University College, Thurs 1st Aug, 11am

St. Mary’s University College, Thurs 1st Aug, 1pm



WHO SAYS 
THAT 
PROTESTANTS 
CAN’T BE 
SOCIALISTS?

 
SPEAKER 
Linda Ervine  

Áras Uí Chonghaile, Thurs 1st Aug, 1pm 
 
Linda Ervine shares stories and memories of her unconventional childhood. Born into a 
working class area in the early 1960s, Linda Ervine’s experience of early life was coloured by 
the left wing politics of her east Belfast family. Supported by Belfast City Council Good 
Relations Grant Scheme. 

1PM

2PM

Duncairn Centre for Culture and Arts, 2pm  
 
‘On Our Doorstep’, a short community made documentary, summarises the issues facing 
hundreds of residents living in the midst of unprecedented urban redevelopment.  In the next 5 
years around 80 acres of Inner North Belfast will be redeveloped bringing with it massive 
challenges to community life as we know it.   This raises serious questions for policy makers 
about how they can achieve the objectives of the Belfast Agenda that envisages a “sustainable 
city shared and loved by its citizens”.  Academics, planners, policy makers and community 
activists discuss these issues.  Free Event. Contact: Mark Hackett or Paul O’Neill Ashton Centre 
028 90 742255

BELFAST - REMAKING 
THE CITY DOCUMENTARY 
AND DISCUSSION 
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St. Mary’s University College, Thurs 1st Aug, 3pm  

All wars, conflicts and revolutions are shaped by gender. Valuable new sources such as the 
Bureau of Military History Witness Statements and Pension files and Church records on ‘fallen 
women’ have begun to reveal that this was the case during the War of Independence and Civil 
War in Ireland between 1918 and 1923. There was the widespread use of forced hair cutting as a 
form of sexual policing and punishment of women by crown forces and republicans, as well as 
the more hidden incidence of sexual violence. The talk provides an opportunity to reflect on 
why women’s experience of violence during the revolution was forgotten for many decades.

WOMEN, 
VIOLENCE AND 
THE IRISH 
REVOLUTION 
1918-23

SPEAKER Professor Linda Connolly, Maynooth University

St. Mary’s University College, Thurs 1st Aug, 3pm 

Many who support remaining in the UK are supportive of parity of esteem, reconciliation and 
mutual respect. Too often this is ignored, leaving us with unhelpful readings of those who are 
pro-Union. In maintaining Northern Ireland's place within the Union it is vital that parity of 
esteem and mutual respect are realities. Supported by Belfast City Council Good Relations 
Grant Scheme. 

FOR NORTHERN 
IRELAND - PARITY 
OF ESTEEM AND 
RECONCILIATION

 SPEAKERS  Pete Shirlow, James Wilson, Alison Grundle, Terry Wright

3PM

3PM



An Chultúrlann, Thurs 1st Aug, 6.30pm 
 
Keepers of the Flame explores how individuals and families remember, commemorate and forget 
painful events of the past, bringing to light the diverse experiences of some of the 85,000 Irish men 
and women who served during the violent revolutionary period from Easter 1916 to the end of the 
Civil War in 1921.  The documentary examines the long-term impact of the reluctance to talk about 
events, the lack of desire to relive decisions, and the secrecy and silence that causes further 
isolation. Directed and written by Nuala O’Connor, original concept written by Diarmuid 
Ferriter. 

KEEPERS 
OF THE 
FLAME
SCREENING 
followed by Diarmuid Ferriter 
talk and Q&A
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St. Mary’s University College, Thurs 1st Aug, 7pm 

This film, made in 2004 by Anne Crilly on behalf of the Pat Finucane Centre, looks at the 
circumstances of Kathleen Thompson’s death. Kathleen was a 47-year-old mother of six 
who was shot by the British Army as she stood in her garden in Creggan, Derry in 
November 1971. Her 12-year-old daughter later discovered her body. An inquest into the 
circumstances of Kathleen’s death began in March last year, but has been adjourned as 
inquiries are made to identify soldiers who were in Creggan that fatal night. 

SCREENING – 
LIFTING A 
DARK 
CLOUD: THE 
KATHLEEN 
THOMPSON 
CASE

SPEAKERS: Páistí Kathleen, Erne agus Patricia agus  
Paul O’Connor ó Ionad Pat Finucane.

7PM
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St.  Mary’s University College, Thurs 1st Aug, 5pm 

In a new future Ireland there must be space for all traditions, cultures and identities. In what 
will be a fascinating conversation, four northern Protestants will discuss what a new Ireland 
means to them. Michael Eames, an orthopaedic consultant and the son of Anglican Bishop 
Lord Robin Eames joins Alliance Party councillor David Honeyford, Pastor Andy Masters from 
the Lagan Valley Vineyard church in Lisburn and Heather Wilson a former SDLP council 
candidate from the Ballysillan area in Belfast. 

IRELAND’S FUTURE...A 
NORTHERN PROTESTANT 
PERSPECTIVE

5PM

SPEAKERS: Michael Eames, 
David Honeyford, Andy 
Masters and Heather Wilson. 
CHAIR: Martina Devlin
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RESEARCHING 
BALMORAL 
CEMETERY WITH 
TOM HARTLEY
SPEAKER Tom Hartley

St. Mary’s University College, Fri 2nd Aug, 3pm 

On February 14 1972, just days after Bloody Sunday, the London Gazette announced that 
Brigadier Frank Kitson had been awarded an OBE for ‘gallant and distinguished services in 
Northern Ireland [from] 1st August to 31st October 1971.’ This period covered the 
Ballymurphy Massacre. Kitson first developed his counterinsurgency strategies in Kenya. On 
this the anniversary of internment it is fitting that Féile host the Museum of British 
Colonialism (MoBC) and the Pat Finucane Centre to look at the legacy of British military 
policies throughout the ‘Empire’. The MoBC have been working with Mau Mau veterans from 
Kenya to document the horrific history of the struggle against British rule.  

COUNTERINSURGENCY FROM 
KENYA TO IRELAND: 
DRAINING THE SWAMP - 
FRANK KITSON AND THE 
LEGACY OF COLONIALISM
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2PM

3PM

St. Mary’s University College, Fri 2nd Aug, 11am 

This talk will look at Irish language rights in the 1930s and 2010s. Examining the Máirtín Ó 
Cadhain/Muintir na Gaeltachta protest movement, and how it was commemorated by Cumann 
Rothaíochta Loch Lao 80 years later to highlight rights issues in the north. 
  
 

RECYCLING 
HISTORY – 
LANGUAGE RIGHTS 
IN 1930’S AND 21ST 
CENTURY IRELAND
SPEAKER Barry Sheppard

11AM

St. Mary’s University College, Fri 2nd Aug, 1pm 

This talk will outline the mostly overlooked contribution of English and Scottish-born and raised 
republicans in the GPO (Connolly was one of many, including Margaret Skinnider and Liam 
Mellows. Éamon de Valera was born in America, Seán MacBride in France), in the War for 
Independence and the Civil War and the Troubles (Diarmuid O’Neill, Seán Mac Stiofáin etc.) and 
what an Irish republican identity has meant for those in the diaspora. 
 

PLASTIC PADDIES AND THE 
FIGHT FOR IRELAND - HOW 
THE IRISH DIASPORA SHAPED 
IRISH REPUBLICANISM IN THE 
FIGHT AGAINST BRITISH RULE

SPEAKER Brian Dooley
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FRIDAY 2ND AUG 16  17FRIDAY 2ND AUG

Áras Uí Chonghaile, 2pm 
 
Tom is the author of the popular History of Belfast “Written in Stone” series of books and an 
experienced Féile tour guide for the Belfast City Cemetery and Balmoral Cemetery.  He will talk 
about his latest work, Balmoral Cemetery, and his approach to researching the cemeteries of 
Belfast. As part of his research into Balmoral, Tom uncovered the histories of a number of lost 
Presbyterian congregations in Belfast. Previous works by Tom include The History of Belfast City 
Cemetery and The History of Milltown Cemetery Contact – walksinthepast@gmail.com



St. Mary’s University College, Fri 2nd Aug, 3pm 

Charlotte Despard (1844-1939) has a claim to be considered one of the most remarkable women 
of her era. Born to a life of Anglo-Irish privilege and brother to Field Marshall John French, she 
was a person of many parts: a novelist, a suffrage campaigner, a socialist and a Republican 
activist who also embraced vegetarianism and an idiosyncratic mix of Catholicism and 
theosophy. Her leadership of the Women’s Freedom League involved campaigning for much 
more than the right to vote and embraced peaceful activism for the cause of widespread social 
and legal reform. Towards the end of a long career in radical politics she came north to live, 
drawn here by news of the working class solidarity famously if briefly manifested during the 
Outdoor Relief protests of the 1930s. She ended her days in a house in the seaside town of 
Whitehead, aided by two young companions with links to the Republican Congress and visited 
there by Peadar O’Donnell.  

THE DREAM 
MUST BE 
DREAMED 
SPEAKER Philip Orr
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3PM

St. Mary’s University College, Fri 2nd Aug, 5pm 

Mark McGovern, author in partnership with Relatives for Justice of Collusion - Counter-
Insurgency in Northern Ireland, will discuss the policy framework of collusion during the conflict 
and how this was specifically directed at Sinn Féin, republicans and their families in east Tyrone 
and south Derry in the late 1980’s and 90’s.

RELATIVES FOR 
JUSTICE – 
COLLUSION: THE 
END GAME
SPEAKER Professor Mark McGovern
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5PM

7PM

St. Mary’s University College, Fri 2nd Aug, 6.15pm 

Green Party MLA Claire Bailey gives a critical analysis of the environmental problems 
facing us today. Organised by the Communist Party of Ireland.  
Contact: phone 07751951785.

MADGE DAVISON MEMORIAL LECTURE 

THE RED AND 
THE GREEN 

SPEAKER Claire Bailey, Leader of the Green Party in 
Northern Ireland

St. Mary’s University College, Fri 2nd Aug, 7pm 

In August 1969 political and sectarian unrest saw barricades erected in Belfast’s Falls Road and 
British troops on the streets. People’s Democracy, a radical student movement, provided 
political direction and publicity through Radio Free Belfast and the Poster Workshop. These 
posters show the messages of that time. 

POSTERS 
FROM THE 
CIVIL 
RIGHTS ERA

LAUNCH AND PANEL DISCUSSION

6.15PM
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An Chultúrlann, Fri 2nd Aug, 7pm 
 
A panel discussion with industry professionals to evaluate the role of women in the business 
of Irish traditional and folk music. The panellists will discuss how musicians and performers 
negotiate the politics and practicalities of creativity, touring, recording and earning money 
through art. Through the lived experiences of these panellists, we will examine the questions 
surrounding women in Irish music and the conditions that lend themselves to a largely male 
dominated industry. The panel discussion will be interspersed with songs and music.  

FAIRPLÉ - 
WOMEN 
IN IRISH 
MUSIC 

SPEAKERS 
Gráinne Holland, Úna Monaghan and Tara Finn 
Chair: Lynette Fay 

7PM
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Cyprus St. Club (LFSRC) 
The role of republicans and the struggle for democracy  

GERRY MCDONNELL MEMORIAL 
LECTURE – THE STORY OF ’69

St. Mary’s University College, Sat 3rd Aug, 11am 

Are there financial benefits in terms of economies of scale in a United Ireland? Are there financial 
savings to be made resulting from ending the duplication of services? What happens to the 
north’s contribution to British defence costs? How big is the British subvention to the north and 
can a united Ireland take the hit of absorbing that? What might be the impact of a United Ireland 
on gender and economic inequality? These and other questions will be tackled by the panel. 

ECONOMICS 
OF A  
UNITED 
IRELAND 

PANELLISTS: Paul Gosling, Ursula Barry, Martina Devlin, Pearse Doherty 

11AM

2PM

SPEAKER 
Fintan O'Toole

1PM

St. Mary’s University College, Mon 5th Aug, 1pm 

Fintan O’Toole argues that the upheavals over Brexit are symptoms of a deeper shift in the 
architecture of the Irish and British archipelago. Ideas of belonging are changing on both islands 
and we need to think imaginatively about the consequences.

ENGLAND’S 
DREAMING AND 
IRELAND'S 
REALITIES
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UNITY PILGRIM: 
THE LIFE OF    
FR GERRY 
REYNOLDS CSSR  

1PM

St. Mary’s University College, Mon 5th Aug, 1pm 

The eminent and former President of the Methodist Church of Ireland, Harold Good, 
peacemaker and friend of Fr Gerry Reynolds, will interview, author, sociologist and Queens 
University lecturer, Gladys Ganiel, about her recent book, 'Unity Pilgrim, the life of Fr Gerry 
Reynolds CSSR'. The popular Redemptorist priest spent decades of his life based in Clonard 
Monastery, ministering and advocating peace and reconciliation.

St. Mary’s University College, Fri 2nd Aug, 7pm 

If you would like to see what life is like on a 36-day aid convoy to Gaza, with all the obstacles 
this entails, please come and see the film. Belfast man Fra Hughes had been on two convoys 
bound for Gaza. The first with Viva Palestina 5 in 2010 with George Galloway. On the second 
convoy he recorded a daily video blog of the journey.

PALESTINE AID 
PRESENTS 
BRADFORD 
TO GAZA 
SCREENING followed by Q&A 
with Fra Hughes 
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7PM
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TONY 
GREGORY – 
WORKING 
CLASS HERO 
– FILM

SPEAKER: FERGUS DOWD PRODUCER OF FILM WILL INTRODUCE 
THE FILM AND A Q & A SESSION WILL FOLLOW THE SCREENING

St. Mary’s University College, Mon 5th Aug, 1pm 

Tony Gregory was born on the 5th of December 1947 in Ballybough on the Northside of Dublin. 
His family of four originally lived in a one-room flat in Charleville Street, The family applied to be 
housed by Dublin Corporation but were denied with an official saying to his Mother Ellen ‘Come 
back when you have six (children)…’. This incident drove Tony to become and activist and later a 
politician. He became involved in republican politics, joining Sinn Féin and the IRA in 1964. In 
UCD he helped found the UCD Republican Club, and became involved with the Dublin Housing 
Action Committee. February 1982 he was elected to the Dail as an Independent TD and held the 
balance of power. Tony and the Gregory Group negotiated a deal with Charles Haughey which 
became known as the Haughey/Gregory deal. In return for supporting Haughey as Taoiseach, 
Tony Gregory was guaranteed a massive cash injection for his inner-city Dublin constituency, an 
area beset by poverty and neglect over many years. 
 
Tony worked tirelessly to actively raise awareness of the heroin epidemic in Dublin in the 1980’s 
as well as supporting the local Street Traders of Moore St. even going to Mountjoy jail after a sit-
down protest in 1986. With contributions from Minister of State Finian McGrath, Mick Wallace 
TD/MEP, Senator David Norris, Colin Murphy Playwright, Fergus McCabe Gregory Group, Aengus 
O’Snodaigh Sinn Féin and many others this is the story of a man who fought for his people 
against the political elite of the Free State. 
  
  

1PM
 

 

St. Mary’s University College, Mon 5th 
Aug, 3pm 

Chair: Stephen McCloskey. What is really 
happening in Venezuela and what is the 
role of the United States in relation to 
the crisis there? Why has the United 
States recently reversed the rules on 
travel for its citizens to Cuba which were 
liberalised by President Obama? How 
Nicaraguans regained peace after the 
unrest and failed coup attempt of last 
year. What’s the outlook for the country 
on the year of the 40th anniversary of 
the Sandinista Revolution? What is the 
current state of the ‘Monroe Doctrine’ 
through which the United States 
believes it has a right to intervene in 
issues in its ‘backyard’, namely Latin 
America? Come and listen to staff from 
the embassies of Venezuela, Cuba and 
Nicaragua as they throw light on these 
and other issues. 

EMBASSIES 
EVENT
3PM
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St. Mary’s University College, Mon 5th Aug, 5pm 

The issue of educational underachievement is one that dominates our education system in the 
North of Ireland, with implications for both our economy and society. Identifying the causes 
and costs is important, but we also must strive to challenge ourselves to devise approaches 
that can make a difference. Chris Donnelly’s presentation on the above theme will be followed 
by a panel discussion involving politicians, community workers and academics. 

WEST BELFAST PARTNERSHIP BOARD 

UNDERACHIEVEMENT: 
CAUSES, COSTS AND 
CHALLENGES. 
PRESENTER 
Chris Donnelly

Ch
ris

 D
on

ne
lly

5PM

Duncairn Culture and Arts Centre, Mon 5th Aug, 2pm 
 
In arts and culture has our conflict been depicted in balanced terms or has there been an 
unfair bias towards the cause of historic nationalism - a complaint of many within the unionist 
community, given a certain predominance on stage, film and literature? If true, why is that the 
case? Can there be, should there be, a corrective to this perceived one-sidedness? Expect a 
passionate and robust panel discussion on an issue that plays out within the arts community, 
public funding and its extension into contemporary politics. Speakers: Playwright and short 
story writer Rosemary Jenkinson; playwright and writer Laurence McKeown, writer and 
commentator Danny Morrison and Dr. Connal Parr, Lecturer in History and board member of 
Etcetera Theatre Company. Part of Féile’s Community Engagement Programme, Supported by 
The Executive Office, T:BUC (Together Building United Communities). In partnership with the 
Greater New Lodge Community Festival

THE ‘ARTS’ 
OF WAR  
REFLECTIONS ON THE 
IMPACT ART HAS PLAYED IN 
CONFLICT, PEACE AND 
RECONCILIATION

2PM

St. Mary’s University College, Mon 5th Aug, 6pm 

Leading political commentators Patricia McBride, Alex Kane, Allison Morris and Ben Lowry 
will discuss the political issues of the day. Chaired by David McCann.  Supported by The 
Executive Office, T:BUC (Together Building United Communities).

LET’S TALK POLITICS

SPEAKERS 
Patricia McBride, Alex Kane, 
Allison Morris and Ben Lowry 

6PM

St. Mary’s University College, Mon 5th Aug, 5pm 

In April 1919 there were disturbances in the Punjab area of north-west India, especially in the 
city of Amritsar. During a Sikh holy day, tens of thousands gathered in an enclosed garden in the 
town. British troops under the command of General Reginald Dyer opened fire, killing hundreds. 
Though condemned by many, he was supported unquestionably by the civilian Lieutenant 
Governor of the Punjab, Tipperary man Michael O’Dwyer. The talk will consider the lead-up to 
the massacre as well as the aftermath in both India and England.

THE 
AMRITSAR 
MASSACRE 
1919
SPEAKER  
Bill Rolston
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St. Mary’s University College, Mon 5th 
Aug, 7.30pm 

ÁRAS UÍ CHONGHAILE IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH FÉILE AN PHOBAIL PRESENT OUR 
FLAGSHIP ANNUAL LECTURE. This annual 
event is an opportunity for leading trade 
unionists, socialists and global political 
figures to deliver a thought provoking 
lecture on the important issues of our 
times here in Ireland and across the 
globe. We are delighted, this year, to 
welcome John McDonnell MP as our 
keynote speaker, a long standing and 
campaigning political activist. An 
unapologetic socialist. A key strategist, a 
member of the leadership of the British 
Labour Party and currently the Shadow 
Chancellor of the Exchequer.

THE ANNUAL 
JAMES 
CONNOLLY 
LECTURE

7:30PM

SPEAKERS 
Patricia McKeown (Unison Regional 
Secretary), Dr Mary Murphy (lecturer, 
Maynooth), Professor Jim Dornan 
(lecturer and gynaecologist) and  
Dr Féilim Ó hAdhmaill (lecturer, 
University College, Cork)

St. Mary’s University College, Tues 6th Aug, 1pm 

The people of Ireland urgently deserve a first-class health service.  Partition has resulted in two 
health services, both of which are failing the needs of the people. In the event of a United 
Ireland, what might an all-island health service look like?  How can we plan for health policies 
that meet people’s needs, and what kind of health service model should we be aiming for?

AN ALL ISLAND HEALTH SERVICE: WHAT WOULD IT 
LOOK LIKE?

1PM

Clifton House, North Queen St, Tues 6th Aug, 1pm 
 
Exploring the Bigger family of Mallusk and Belfast through some of the family’s most interesting 
personalities. From David Bigger, Belfast Charitable Society member & United Irishman; to the Home-
Rule MP Joe Biggar and the radical Protestant Nationalist and antiquarian Francis Joseph Bigger.   
Chair: Paula Reynolds Chief Executive of the Belfast Charitable Society. Free event. Booking is 
essential.  Contact: 02890997022.  Supported by INTERCOMM; In conjunction with the Greater New 
Lodge Community Festival supported by Féile Community Engagement Programme.

THE BIGGER FAMILY PICTURE: 
FROM 1798 TO PARTITION 

1PM

SPEAKER 
Aaron McIntyre (Archive and Heritage Development Officer, 
Clifton House)
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SPEAKER 
AJ Hughes
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Ionad Uíbh Eachach, Tues 6th Aug, 12.30pm 
 
A talk by AJ Hughes, discussing the place names, texts and authors in the Irish Language in 
Belfast and the surrounding areas. 

LECTURE ON BELFAST’S IRISH 
LANGUAGE AUTHORS 

WITH BRITISH LABOUR 
PARTY SHADOW 
CHANCELLOR JOHN 
MCDONNELL MP



CONVERSATION 
ABOUT THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL 
FUTURE OF 
IRELAND

St. Mary’s University College, Tues 6th Aug, 1pm 

This group has been working on promoting dialogue around Irish unity. The aim of this 
conversation is to have an open discussion about the relevant issues and explore ways 
forward. Members of the group will share initial thoughts and reflections with a view to 
encouraging participation and engagement. All welcome and please join the conversation. 

St. Mary’s University College, Tues 6th Aug, 3pm 

Tom, has accumulated over 200,000 miles running for charities.  In 1977 he broke the World 
Record, running across The United States in 53 days then in 1996 he was chosen as a torch 
bearer for the Olympic Games in Atlanta.  Tom is originally from Co. Fermanagh but has resided 
in New York City for over 40 years. Tom McGrath has lived a life with two great themes, one as a 
fearless ultramarathon runner, the other of a harrowing descent into alcoholism.  His is a story 
of rare heroic athletic achievement and personal survival. 
 
The morning after this event on Wednesday 7th August, Tom McGrath, will leave St Mary’s at 
the start of an epic solo run from Belfast to Dublin to benefit Jigsaw Ireland, the National Centre 
for Youth Mental Health.  Jigsaw supports hundreds of thousands of young people across 
Ireland facing mental health difficulties. Tom’s run will finish in Croke Park on 10th August to 
coincide with the All-Ireland football semi-final. 

EVERY FIVE 
MINUTES

3PM
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Tom McGrath a former student of St. 
Mary’s will present a screening of his 
documentary,” Every Five Minutes” on the 
theme of addiction.  This will be followed 
by a social event afterwards in the College 
Staff Room. 

St. Mary’s University College, Tues 6th Aug, 3pm 

In 1969 Bernadette Devlin, aged 21, was elected as a Member of the Westminster Parliament. 
In the same year she published a book, Price of My Soul, which spoke of her upbringing, beliefs 
and aspirations. Half a century later, in conversation with Bill Rolston, she looks back on that 
book and also explores what might have been contained in volume 2 if it had ever been written. 

3PM

THE PAST, PRESENT 
AND FUTURE AND 
WHAT SHAPES THEM: 
A CONVERSATION

SPEAKERS 
Professor Colin Harvey,            
Dr Eilish Rooney, John Gormley 
and Paddy Kelly

1PM



St. Mary’s University College, Tues 6th Aug, 4pm 

As a society, it seems we have never had more opportunities to connect with people, yet the 
issue of loneliness is increasingly capturing public attention. Professor O’Sullivan, Director of 
the Ageing Research and Development Division at the Institute of Public Health in Ireland, will 
share what research tells us about loneliness: the types, levels, causes, risks and consequences 
so you can decide if we are living in the age of loneliness. 

ANNUAL FÉILE 
HEALTH LECTURE  

THE AGE OF 
LONELINESS Pr
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4PM
PRESENTER 
Professor Roger O’Sullivan

St. Mary’s University College, Tues 6th Aug, 5pm 

The current political context creates new challenges but also new possibilities for unionism.  
The panel will consider the implications of Brexit for people and politics here. It will also explore 
alternative visions of unionism. What does it mean to be a Unionist in this new context? 
Supported by The Executive Office (T: BUC Together Building United Communities). 

REIMAGINING 
UNIONISM 
PANEL 
Dawn Purvis, Sophie Long, Ian Marshall 
PARTICIPATING CHAIR  
Mike Nesbitt

5PM

Clayton Hotel, Ormeau Avenue. Tues 6th Aug, Refreshments from 5pm 
 
Join us on 6 August for a keynote speech from Jonathan Porritt, a global advocate for 
sustainable development, and leading writer, broadcaster and commentator. In the wake of the 
Climate Breakdown protests Jonathan will highlight what the future holds and what decisions 
we need to make. The event is hosted by local broadcaster Mark Simpson and will include 
music, stand-up comedy and vigorous debate. For the first time the Féile, Eastside Arts and the 
Linen Quarter BID are combining to help promote #sustainablebelfast – an issue that unites us 
all. Free event. Booking:  https://climatebreakdownbelfast.eventbrite.co.uk 
Contact Chris McCracken 07855 392511, Linen Quarter BID.

CLIMATE 
BREAKDOWN 
BELFAST 

6-8PM
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St. Mary’s University College, Tues 6th Aug, 5pm 

Cathal Brugha was a figure of central importance to the Irish revolution. Active in the Gaelic 
League, GAA, IRB and Irish Volunteers, he first rose to public prominence when he led an 
advanced column of Volunteers in the Howth gun-running of July 1914. He went on to hold 
important leadership positions during the 1916 Rising, in the Irish Volunteers and in Dáil 
cabinets until his death in July 1922. Despite this, he is almost totally neglected in the history of 
this period. Fergus O’Farrell is the author of the first dedicated English-language biography to 
focus on this fascinating figure.

THE LIFE 
OF CATHAL 
BRUGHA
SPEAKER 
Fergus O’Farrell
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Ionad na Fuiseoige, Tues 6th Aug, 6-9pm 
 
Féilim Ó hAdhmaill, UCC Lecturer, Gaeilgeoir and Twinbrook native, will be giving a talk on the 
history of community activism within the Twinbrook area. He will also give a personal account 
of his friendship with Bobby Sands. The talk will fluctuate between Irish and English and will 
be followed by a small traditional concert. Refreshments will be provided. Part of Féile’s Irish 
Language and Community Engagement Programmes in conjunction with Ionad na Fuiseoige. 

BILINGUAL LECTURE / 
SMALL CONCERT IN 
IONAD NA FUISEOIGE 
PRESENTER  
Féilim Ó hAdhmaill

6-9PM

Gaelscoil An Lonnáin, Tues 6th Aug, 7pm 
 
Séamas Ó Donnghaile will look at Pearse’s philosophy of education, his influence on founders 
of Irish-medium schools across Ireland 100 years after his death and will leave the audience 
with key questions about minoritised language revival efforts in Ireland and beyond.  
Contact: Conor Mac Ainmhire 07545180689, conormacainmhire@gmail.com 
Gaelscoil An Lonnáin (black gates beside SF office,) 61 Falls Road. 
 

PATRICK PEARSE – REBEL 
LEADER & SIGNIFICANT 
IRISH EDUCATIONALIST 
SPEAKER 
Dr Séamas Ó Donnghaile
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7PM

St. Mary’s University College, Tues 6th Aug, 7pm 

The Wall is a short film made in collaboration with Clonard Youth Club, which explores issues 
such as identity and cultural heritage. Filmmaker Seán Murray looks at his own family tree while 
discussing the events that led to the burning of Bombay Street in 1969. 
 

SCREENING - THE WALL 
(SHORT FILM), RELAPSE 
PICTURES IN 
COLLABORATION WITH 
CLONARD YOUTH CLUB Se
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7PM
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St. Mary’s University College, Tues 6th Aug, 7pm 

With Brexit looming and discussion of a border poll high on the political 
agenda, there is a growing debate about visions for a new Ireland. So 
following from the success of last year’s Leaders’ Debate, this year we 
have again invited key figures in the leadership of political parties on 
the island to present their views. Participants:  Fine Gael, Fianna Fáil, 
SDLP, Alliance, Sinn Féin, DUP and UUP. Supported by The Executive 
Office, T:BUC (Together Building United Communities). 

LEADER’S 
DEBATE 

PLÉ NA GCEANNAIRÍ 7PM

7PMNAE PASARAN 
Áras Uí Chonghaile, Tues 6th Aug, 7pm  
 
Nae Pasaran is a 2018 documentary directed by Felipe Bustos Sierra about a 
group of workers at a Rolls-Royce factory in East Kilbride, Scotland, who refused 
to work on Chilean Air Force parts from 1974 – 78 due to the atrocities carried out 
in Chile by the Pinochet dictatorship. Forty years after their peaceful act of 
solidarity, Scottish factory workers discover the impact of their action. The 
boycott of Chilean engines at the Rolls-Royce factory was a minor cause célèbre. The workers 
kept the boycott going for four years.



An Chultúrlann, Wed 7th Aug, 11am 
 
Guest speakers and round table discussion on the place of human rights in advancing equality 
for women, locally and internationally.  Refreshments will be served.  This is a free event but 
places are limited. We ask participants to register their interest at info@fallswomenscentre.org

HUMAN 
RIGHTS – 
WOMEN’S 
RIGHTS

11AM

12PM

SUSPECT COMMUNITY: FROM 
COUNTER-INSURGENCY TO 
SOCIAL SECURITY – DIGITAL 
SURVEILLANCE VS. HUMAN 
RIGHTS.

SPEAKERS 
Sara Boyce, Mental Health Campaign Organiser PPR 
and Daniel Holder, Deputy Director CAJ

Glór na Mona, Wed 7th Aug, 12pm 
 
Covert surveillance in areas like west Belfast led to entire communities being deemed ‘suspect’ 
and de facto criminalised. ‘National Security’ and ‘Anti-Terrorism’ is now the premise upon 
which states monitor millions of people based on skin colour, nationality, religious practice and 
political belief. We live in a world where Sainsbury’s will share CCTV footage of your shopping 
trip with social security decision makers and mobile phone usage and spending patterns are 
routinely monitored by the Home Office. This panel discussion will explore the evolution of 
surveillance culture and how can we respond to defend ourselves against growing attacks on 
the mental and physical wellbeing of entire communities. 

An Chultúrlann, Wed 7th Aug, 1pm 
 
The North is now the only part of these islands with a near total ban on abortion. The fight for 
change is reaching a critical stage. With abortion now legal in the south, what issues remain and 
where does the fight go next? Our speakers are from leading organisations working across 
Ireland – Irish Family Planning Association, Amnesty International UK and Amnesty Ireland. 
They will discuss the fight through the courts and political institutions for change.  

THE NORTH IS NEXT: 
THE FIGHT FOR 
ABORTION RIGHTS 
THEN AND NOW 

SPEAKERS  
Dr Audrey Simpson, Niall Behan, Gráinne Teggart, Ruairi 
Rowan and Sorcha Tunney1PM
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St. Mary’s University College, Wed 7th Aug, 1pm 

Professor Colin Harvey will reflect on the state of the conversation about Irish unity. Brexit has 
given this discussion particular momentum. The intention is to explore questions of process 
and substance that will arise on the way towards concurrent referendums on Irish unity. What 
sort of new Ireland is likely to emerge from this constitutional conversation? 

THE CONVERSATION 
ABOUT IRISH UNITY 

 SPEAKER 
Colin Harvey1PM



St Louise’s Comprehensive College, Wed 7th Aug, 1pm 
 
Our Flagship youth debate, in partnership with Active Communities Network, returns once 
again in 2019, albeit with a slightly different format. BBC Presenter Stephen Nolan will host a 
panel event, involving 5 young people talking across the table with 5 politicians’ / decision 
makers in front of an audience of young people who will also provide input and opinion on 
the topics of today being debated. Registration for the event is essential. To reserve your 
place In the audience, please contact conall.ocorra@feilebelfast.com. Part of Féile’s Youth 
Arts and Community Engagement Programme. Supported by Belfast City Council Good 
Relations Grant Scheme.  In partnership with Active Communities Network. 
 
 
  

THE BIG YOUTH 
DEBATE WITH 
STEPHEN NOLAN  

Host 
Stephen Nolan

1PM

Dánlann na Cultúrlainne, Wed 7th Aug, 3pm 
 
In association with Conradh na Gaeilge’s History and Heritage Project ‘Claochlú Cultúir agus an 
Conradh’, this public lecture with Professor Fionntán De Brún sheds light on the history of 
Revivalism, particularly, the Irish language revival in Ulster, and the significance of this in 
Modern Irish Literature. Talk in Irish. Live Translation system will be available. 
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CONRADH NA GAEILGE 
AGUS TRAIDISIÚN NA 
HATHBHEOCHANA
SPEAKER 
Professor Fionntán De Brún 3PM
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St. Mary’s University College, Wed 7th Aug, 3pm 

Richard Humphreys is an Irish High Court Judge and a barrister of many years. He has written 
extensively on Irish Unity and brings his legal expertise to International treaties like the Good 
Friday Agreement and interprets such agreements in terms of progress to a United Ireland. 
Author of three books he will speak on the theme from his first book “Countdown to Irish Unity”. 
He will examine the legal steps required for reunification and argue not only the case for Irish 
unity but the legal changes and steps required to strengthen the case for unity and promoting 
reconciliation. 
 

COUNTDOWN 
TO IRISH 
UNITY 

SPEAKER 
Richard Humphreys 
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Falls Road Library, Wed 7th Aug, 3pm 
 
Rob Bell of the History Troupe takes us on a whirlwind tour of the remarkable life of Patrick 
O’Connell, with a focus on the Spanish Civil War. This talk mixes the narrative of an 
extraordinary man, fine footballer and innovative tactician with a complex personal life, and 
the raging inter-war years as fascism and democracy clashed - from his youth in Dublin’s 
docklands, to Belfast Celtic, England, and then Spain. 

DON PATRICIO, 
PATRICK O’CONNELL – 
FROM BELFAST CELTIC 
TO FC BARCELONA 
SPEAKER 
Rob Bell 
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St. Mary’s University College, Wed 7th Aug, 3pm 

Twenty-five years after the ceasefires of 1994 a panel of local journalists will explore the stories 
of political agreements and disagreements in what has been called the fight for peace. 
Supported by Belfast City Council Good Relations Grant Scheme.

TWENTY-
FIVE YEARS 
OF 
CEASEFIRES 
PANEL Barney Rowan and 
other local journalists
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St. Mary’s University College, Wed 7th Aug, 5pm 

Not a day passes without another severe warning from numerous sources – the United Nations, 
David Attenborough, Greta Thunberg and others – that time is running out for an intervention 
to preserve life on earth as we know it. As humans, we have caused the problem; as humans, 
can we also pull back from the precipice? The panel will consider what can be done at the 
international, national, local and personal levels.

SAVING 
THE 
PLANET 
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PANEL 
Aisling Cowan, Extinction 
Rebellion NI and John Barry 
Chaired by Sean Fearon

5PM

St. Mary’s University College, Wed 7th Aug, 5pm 

This talk will aim to discuss the link between the segregation of housing and 
education in our society and explore the role that shared housing and 
integrated education can play in building positive relations between 
communities. We anticipate that contributions will be made by 
representatives of the integrated education sector as well as representatives 
of housing providers. The presentations will be followed by a Q&A session. 
 

SHARED HOUSING & INTEGRATED 
EDUCATION: BUILDING GOOD 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS  
INTEGRATED EDUCATION FUND 

5PM
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ANNUAL PLASTIC 
BULLETS VIGIL 

Groves-Reilly corner (former site of Andersonstown Barracks), Wed 7th Aug, 6pm 
 
Please come along to remember the bereaved and injured of rubber and plastic bullet 
barbarity and to call for human rights compliant policing. Organised by Relatives for Justice. 
Contact 028 9062 7171 / info@relativesforjustice.com 

6PM



St. Louise’s, Wed 7th Aug, 7pm 
 
Féile an Phobail's flagship event, where the audience gets the 
opportunity to ask questions on topical issues from a panel of 
politicians and others, from north, south and from Britain. 
Panellists include Michelle O’Neill, Nelson McCausland and 
Neale Richmond. Supported by The Executive Office                                                     
(T: BUC Together Building United Communities). 
 

WEST BELFAST 
TALKS BACK 

7PM

PANELISTS 
Michelle O'Neill, Sinn Féin  
Nelson McCausland, DUP 
Senator Neale Richmond, Fine Gael 
 
CHAIR  Noel Thompson

Glen Community Complex, Wed 7th Aug, 7pm 
 
Dr McCloskey has worked as a G.P. in Derry City for many years.  She is a renowned human 
rights activist.  Her talk will be one of the first pro-life events at the Feile. 
Organised by Lenadoon Community Festival Group 

Balmoral Hotel, Wed 7th Aug, 7.30pm 
 
Tenx9 is a storytelling event where nine people have up to ten 
minutes each to tell a true story from their own life. Created in 
Belfast in 2011 by Pádraig Ó Tuama & Paul Doran. Do you 
have a true story on the theme “The West” Get in touch at 
tenx9.com/submissions or email us: story@tenx9.com

PROTECTING OUR 
UNBORN CHILDREN 
SPEAKER 
Dr Anne McCloskey 

7PM
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7.30PM TENX9 STORYTELLING EVENT 



St. Mary’s University College, Thurs 8th Aug, 1pm 

The conditions for a United Ireland seem closer than ever. The Northern Ireland Act has a 
clear mechanism for a referendum when it appears that a majority exists who support it. 
But what does it take to unite a country? What are the constitutional and legal issues that 
would arise and what options exist for the structure of a new Ireland?  These questions 
need answered in any referendum campaign.  More, they need to be connected to a larger 
new national vision capable not just of altering the political map of the island, but of 
uniting its people in a new national project. Christine Bell will provide an overview of the 
types of processes and choices that need to be anticipated, drawing on comparative 
experience of similar processes elsewhere, including the recent Scottish referendum 
campaign where she was a member of a number of legal and constitutional advisory 
groups. 
 

UNITED IRELAND – 
MAKING IT REAL: 
CONSTITUTIONAL 
VISIONS AND 
OPTIONS 

SPEAKER 
Professor Christine Bell
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PJ MCGRORY 
LECTURE

1PM

Gaelionad Mhic Goill, Glór na Móna, Thurs 8th Aug, 1pm 
 
Liam Cahill is a historian and writer whose ground-breaking 1990 book, ‘Forgotten Revolution: 
The Limerick Soviet 1919: A Threat to British Power in Ireland’ has just been re-released with 
new material and new explosive findings on the period. Liam has researched and studied the 
Limerick Soviet for many years and has written, lectured and broadcast on it widely – in Irish 
and English. A lifelong trade unionist, he has held many representative positions in the Labour 
movement from branch to national level and is a former Political Correspondent and 
Economics Correspondent with RTÉ, Ireland’s public broadcaster. Chair: Dr Fergal Mac 
Bloscaidh. Lunch refreshments will be provided at the event. Contact Feargal Mac 
Ionnrachtaigh on 07841101630.

FORGOTTEN REVOLUTION: 
THE LIMERICK SOVIET 1919 
- 100 YEARS ON - LESSONS 
AND LEGACIES 
SPEAKER 
Liam Cahill
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St. Mary’s University College, Thurs 8th Aug, 3pm 

Given the recent controversial arrest of journalists in relation to conflict related atrocities, TFT 
thought it timely to organize an event to examine the role of the media in conflict and listen to 
the account of those journalists in the front line who helped shape and influence the narrative 
of our recent conflict. 
  

THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA IN CONFLICT 
- TIME FOR TRUTH CAMPAIGN GROUP 

SPEAKERS 
Amanda Ferguson (Journalist),       
Seán Murray (Film Director),          
Trevor Birney (Director/Producer) and 
Barry Mc Caffery (Journalist)

1PM

3PM
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Raidió Fáilte, Thurs 8th Aug, 3.30pm 
 
Féile’s flagship event ‘West Belfast Talks Back’ takes on another guise as we deliver our first 
ever Irish language version. The audience will have the opportunity to ask questions on the 
theme of a United Ireland and the Irish Language’s role in it as well as topical issues relating to 
the language. Live translation system will be available. Organized by Féile’s Irish Language 
Programme in conjunction with Raidió Fáilte

St. Mary’s University College, Thurs 8th Aug, 5pm 

Investigative journalist, Frank Connolly, will discuss political and police corruption over 
recent decades in Ireland. His latest book ‘A Conspiracy of Lies’ (Mercier 2019) is a novel set 
against the background of the Dublin bombings of May 1974. His previous books, Tom 
Gilmartin - the Man who brought down a Taoiseach, which investigated high level political 
corruption (Gill & Macmillan 2014) and NAMA-Land (Gill 2017) which examined the fall-out from 
the banking and property collapse, were best-selling works of non-fiction.

A 
CONSPIRACY 
OF LIES 
SPEAKER 
Frank Connolly
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PANEL 
Máirtín Ó Muilleoir Sinn Féin MLA 
Lynette Fay Láithreoir/Iriseoir 
Máirín Ní Ghadhra Iriseoir/Láithreoir 

5PM

3.30PM

POBAL NA GAEILGE TALKS BACK 

St. Mary’s University College, Thurs 8th Aug, 5pm 

The Syrian uprising has allowed Kurds to establish an autonomous region in northern Syria 
called Rojava. This politics of the region is underpinned by grassroots democracy, ecology and 
women’s liberation. Meanwhile, thousands of Kurdish political prisoners in Turkish jails are on 
hunger strike. One, MP Leyla Güven, has been on hunger strike since November 8, 2018 and was 
recently visited by Martina Anderson. The protesters are demanding a peaceful solution to the 
Kurdish question and the end of the isolation in prison of their political leader, Abdullah Öcalan. 
  

THE KURDISH STRUGGLE: PRISON 
HUNGER STRIKES AND THE 
LIBERATED REGION OF ROJAVA IN 
NORTHERN SYRIA

SPEAKERS:  
Berfin K., a Kurdish activist who will talk about the history of Kurdish struggle 
and of women’s struggle in particular; Leo De Moinbhíol, an Irish filmmaker who 
has produced a documentary about three Irish volunteers in northern Syria, 
‘Óglaigh Rojava’, for Irish-language television; Martina Anderson, Sinn Féin MEP 
who visited Kurdish MP Leyla Guven while she was on hunger strike. 

5PM
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Duncairn Culture and Arts Centre, Thurs 8th Aug, 7pm 
 
This illustrated talk will cover the impact of and reactions to the 1916 Rising; the rise of Sinn 
Féin, the Conscription Crisis and the last All-Ireland General Election; the first Dáil, Edward 
Carson's move to Duncairn; De Valera and Joe Devlin; the Ulster Unionist Labour Association; 
the 1919 Belfast Engineering Strike; the escalation of the War of Independence and the 
emergence of Partition. A special focus will be on developments in Belfast.  
Introduction and chair: Joe Austin, Chairperson of the National Graves Association 
Part of Féile’s Community Engagement Programme 
In partnership with the Greater New Lodge Community Festival

St. Mary’s University College, Thurs 8th Aug, 7pm 

In our globalised world, the corporate race for natural resources has put millions of people at 
risk of exploitation and abuse. Violence against land, environmental and indigenous human 
rights defenders who resist the actions of irresponsible business is on the rise. Last year, 247 
people were murdered for defending their land and human rights. Yet political leaders and 
private corporations act with impunity. Join Trócaire to hear about the brave women and men 
who are defending their communities and the campaign to hold corporations to account for 
land and human rights violations. 

MAKING A 
KILLING 

IRELAND IN 
TRANSITION 1916-19 
SPEAKER 
Eamon Phoenix
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7PM

Speakers 
Trócaire representatives

The Black Box, Thurs 8th Aug, 7.30pm 
 
On the 70th anniversary of the formation of NATO, the Peace and Neutrality Alliance NI wish to 
invite you to an evening of protest and solidarity. Music by the non-fundamentalist 
environmentalist singer and musician Teknopeasant and other artists to be confirmed. 
Organized by PANA (NI). For further details, contact: panasteeringcommittee@gmail.com   
  

YES TO PEACE! 
NO TO NATO! 
SPEAKERS 
Dr Ed Horgan, former UN peacekeeper, and guest speakers 
from the World Peace Council and Irish Veterans for Peace

Patrick Sarsfields GAC, Thurs 8th Aug, 8pm 
 
Author Ruán O’Donnell will give a talk on Irish political prisoners in English gaols.  He will be 
joined by several former political prisoners who will give their experiences of life in an English 
gaol. Organised by Lenadoon Community Festival Group 
  
  

7.30PM

IRISH POLITICAL 
PRISONERS IN ENGLISH 
GAOLS 
SPEAKER 
Ruan O’Donnell

8PM
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PALESTINE DAY 

LÁ PALAISTÍNEACH 
 

12 PM - 2PM Palestinian Cuisine
2PM - 3PM Caitlin Ní Chonaill Memorial Talk – Tales of Activism
3PM – 4PM Film Screening
7PM – 9PM Panel Discussion 

Professor Salman Abu Sitta 
‘Palestinian Right of Return: Sacred, Legal and Feasible’

Martina Anderson ‘Palestine Solidarity Across the EU’ 

St. Mary’s University College, Thurs 8th Aug, 7pm  Free admission 

This film details how members of the RUC and UDR (a British Army regiment) were 
centrally involved in the murder of over 120 innocent civilians during the recent conflict 
in Ireland. It will detail how members worked hand in hand with known sectarian 
murderers in the targeted assassinations of farmers, shopkeepers, publicans and other 
civilians in a campaign aimed at terrorizing the most vulnerable in society. Now known 
as the Glenanne Gang, the group of killers rampaged through Counties Tyrone and 
Armagh and across into the Irish Republic in a campaign that lasted from July 1972 to 
the end of 1978. 

Q & A after with Director, 
Seán Murray and Alan 
Brecknell (The Pat 
Finucane Centre) 
Chaired by Phil Scraton 

THE STORY OF THE 
GLENANNE GANG 

7PM
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St. Mary’s University College, Thurs 8th Aug, 12-9pm



Shankill Library, Friday 9th Aug, 12pm 
 
Light lunch provided at 12pm. Free and open to all. Booking advised. 028 9050 9232. 
Organised by the International Brigade Commemoration Committee in partnership with 
the Greater Shankill Partnership, Belfast Trades and District Trade Union Council, Shankill 
Library, Trademark, ICTU Youth Committee as part of the People’s Festival-Féile an 
Phobail.  

Áras Uí Chonghaile, Friday 9th Aug, 1pm 
 
William Walker was a Labour activist, trade union official and public speaker who came to 
prominence in Belfast prior to the First World War. He argued with Connolly that the working 
class struggle must align itself with British Labour and he saw his Protestant heritage as a 
reason for adopting a socialist stance in politics. This talk will deal with Walker’s all too short 
career and his vibrant political ideas. Supported by Belfast City Council Good Relations Grant 
Scheme.

HOW UNIONISTS 
VIEWED JAMES 
CONNOLLY 
SPEAKER 
Philip Orr
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INTERNATIONAL BRIGADE 
MEMORIAL LECTURE: TRIBUTE TO THE 
BELFAST INTERNATIONAL BRIGADIERS 
‘100 YEARS AFTER THE CALEDON LOCKOUT’ 

SPEAKER 
Dr Fearhgal Mac Bhloscaidh

12PM
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ANNUAL 
PRISONERS 
DAY 

12PM

The Felons, Friday 9th Aug, 12pm 
 
“Prisoners’ Day”, organised by Coiste na nIarchimí, is an important day in the Féile calendar and 
this year Coiste is putting together a programme to reflect on the ongoing campaigns to 
highlight and expose Britain’s prison policies and strategies designed and calculated to break 
the spirit of those Republicans who were incarcerated in Britain’s prisons. 
 
12.00pm Introduction by Michael Culbert Director Coiste na nIarchimí. 

12.30pm Seanna Walsh will outline the work done by Coiste and the International Tribunal of 
leading legal figures to highlight the brutal policies used by the British government to break the 
protesting prisoners in the H Block’s and Armagh Women’s prison. 

1pm: Sinead Moore, a close friend of Mairead Farrell, will talk of the specific conditions faced by 
the women POWs in Armagh Gaol. 

2pm: Jim McCann will highlight the work carried out by former ‘Cages’ prisoners and will detail 
the efforts of prisoners to expose the use of the highly toxic CR Gas and its possible links to the 
cancer deaths of over 100 former political prisoners who were affected by the weapon. 

Jim McCann has written extensively on the subject. 

2.30: Human Rights lawyer Pádraig Ó Muirigh whose law firm represents many of those 
interned without trial will outline what progress has been made in the campaign to force the 
British government to admit they acted illegally when they imprisoned thousands of 
nationalists without charge or trial. 
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An Chultúrlann, Fri 9th Aug, 1pm 
 
As we reflect upon International Day of the World’s Indigenous 
People, we’ll have an interesting discussion surrounding our 
native games and the role of the Irish language regarding the 
founding of the association and the cultural revival, the 
organisation at present and clubs at community level.    

ÁR GCLUICHÍ, 
ÁR DTEANGA? 

Historically, women have been central figures and participants in the cause of militant Irish 
republicanism; the most recent conflict in the north of Ireland between 1969 and 1998 was no 
exception where women were mobilised and politicised in large numbers, and active at all 
levels of the republican movement. This event explores an important yet often-overlooked 
question: what happens to combatant women after the war? Niall Gilmartin’s recently 
published book Female Combatants After Armed Struggle examines the peace process from the 
perspective of republican women, raising a number of issues, including commemoration and 
remembrance; peace, equality and security since the GFA; and the changing nature of women’s 
struggle within the republican movement over the last 25 years.

WOMEN’S 
STRUGGLE AFTER 
ARMED STRUGGLE 
St. Mary’s University College, Fri 9th Aug, 3pm 

PANELL  
Jake MacSiacais, Tricia Ní Chearra, 
   Máirtín Mac Gabhann 
Chair   Cónall Ó Máirtín 

1PM

3PM
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St. Mary’s University College, Fri 9th Aug, 1pm 
 
This talk will trace the fears, aspirations and differing fortunes of Ulster Unionists, Northern 
Nationalists and Southern Irish Protestants in the period straddling the partition of Ireland. How 
valid were Northern Unionist claims that Home Rule would be ‘Rome Rule’ before partition and 
how did Nationalism respond to these fears? How traumatic was partition and the 
independence struggle for the Southern Unionists, marooned in the Free State, and the 
Nationalist minority, trapped in the new Northern Ireland? What were the aims of Craig and the 
Ulster Unionists in the partition settlement? How did Sinn Féin view the Protestant minority and 
how did the new Irish states treat their respective minorities after 1922? 
  

‘HOME RULE IS ROME RULE!’ ‘NOT 
AN INCH’: PARTITION AND THE 
TREATMENT OF MINORITIES, 
NORTH AND SOUTH AFTER 1922’ 

SPEAKER 
Eamon PhoenixEa

m
on

 P
ho

en
ix

St. Mary’s University College, Fri 9th Aug, 1pm 

This panel of speakers will explore possibilities for a transformed Ireland. Drawing on the ideas 
set out in the 1919 first Dáil Democratic Programme they will debate the potential and risks for a 
future unified Ireland. The event will begin with a reading of the 1919 Democratic Programme.

PANELL 
Eilish Rooney, Carol Coulter and 
Robbie McVeigh

1PM

RADICAL VISIONS 
FOR A FUTURE 
IRELAND 

1PM
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St. Mary’s University College, Fri 9th Aug, 3pm 

Research has indicated that there has been a high transgenerational impact on children & 
young people due to the conflict. CVS, Victims Forum and young people will discuss the impact 
and how it can be addressed. 
  

TROUBLED 
CONSEQUENCES 
COMMISSION FOR VICTIMS 
AND SURVIVORS AND NICCY – 
THE NORTHERN IRELAND 
COMMISSIONER FOR 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

Gaelfast shall host an expert panel to discuss UNESCO’s decision to award ‘Special Cultural 
Status”. In 2019, UNESCO officially recognized hurling and camogie as being of intangible, 
intrinsic value to Irish culture and heritage. This panel, which shall include some of those who 
led this project, will consider what this means and why it matters.  
Contact: Dr Paul Donnelly 07837 419976 Paul.donnelly.gm.antrim@gaa.ie

A LIVING HERITAGE: A SPECIAL 
EVENT TO CELEBRATE THE 2019 
UNESCO AWARDS OF CULTURAL 
STATUS TO HURLING & CAMOGIE 

St. Mary’s University College, Fri 9th Aug, 5pm 

3PM

5PM

Renowned journalist and author Deric Henderson will be joined by some of the biggest names 
in journalism including Anne Cadwallader from the last fifty years exploring the challenges of 
his landmark book, Reporting The Troubles, a history of the Troubles told by the journalists 
who were on the ground from the beginning. Chairperson: Author and writer, Danny Morrison, 
former chair of Féile an Phobail. 

REPORTING 
THE 
TROUBLES 
St. Mary’s University College, Fri 9th Aug, 5pm 

Cultúrlann McAdam Ó Fiaich, Fri 9th Aug, 5.30pm 
 
Join us and listen to yarns passed down over generations from our shared Irish and Ulster Scots 
roots, and our new global neighbours. An afternoon of story-telling, poetry, song and reflection using 
lessons learned to imagine an inclusive future. Contact:  Lorraine Boyd, 028 9032 5835, 
lboyd@brysongroup.org. www.brysonintercultural.org/dare  @dare2leadchange 
  
Organised by DARE to Lead Change which is led by Bryson Intercultural, in partnership with TIDES 
Training and Consultancy, funded by the European Union’s PEACE IV Programme and managed by the 
Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB). 
 

WAIT TO 
A TELL YA 
THIS ONE 

5.30PM

5PM
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St. Mary’s University College, Fri 9th Aug, 7pm 

On June 9th, 2004, a nail bomb exploded in broad daylight in Keup Street, a well-known centre 
of the Turkish community in Cologne. The police ruled out a racist motivation and insisted the 
perpetrators were from within that community. The bomb attack was part of a campaign of 
neo-Nazis who call themselves “Nationalsozialistischer Untergrund (Nazi Underground)”. From 
2000-2007 two main figures in the group murdered 9 migrants and a police woman. Only after 
the supposed suicide of the two murderers in 2011 did it become clear that they were also 
responsible for the nail bomb attack in Keup Street. A long trial against a surviving woman 
member of the neo-Nazi group (Beate Tschaepe) showed involvement/collusion of state agents 
with the gang at various levels.  The film looks at the following seven years of investigation 
from the perspective of the victims. Discussion with the film maker afterwards 
 
  

SCREENING - “THE   
BARBER AND THE BOMB” 
JUSTICE DENIED  

GERMAN DOCUMENTARY BY ANDREAS MAUS (2016, 92 MIN, IN 
GERMAN/TURKISH LANGUAGE, ENGLISH SUBTITLES) 

GERMAN IRELAND SOLIDARITY GROUP 

7PM

St. Mary’s University College, Fri 9th Aug, 7pm 

The Ballymurphy Precedent is powerful forensic investigation of one of the worst atrocities 
of the Northern Irish “Troubles”. A shocking story which, until this film, was largely unknown 
outside of the North of Ireland. It tells how, over three days in one small Belfast housing 
estate in 1971, shootings by the British Army caused the deaths of eleven innocent Catholic 
civilians, including a priest and a mother of eight.  As many as thirty more civilians were shot 
and injured. But the film is also the inspirational story of the courage and dignity of the 
families of the dead as they search for the truth. 
 
 
  

BALLYMURPHY 
PRECEDENT 7PM
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With Brexit looming and discussion of a border poll high on the political agenda, there is a 
growing debate about visions for a new Ireland. So following from the success of last year’s 
Leaders’ Debate, this year we have again invited key figures in the leadership of political 
parties on the island to present their views. Participants:  Fine Gael, Fianna Fáil, SDLP, 
Alliance, Sinn Féin, DUP and UUP. Supported by The Executive Office, T:BUC (Together Building 
United Communities). 

LEADER’S 
DEBATE 

PLÉ NA GCEANNAIRÍ 7PM

St. Mary’s University College, Tues 6th Aug, 7pm


