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FÁILTE4 WELCOME 

At the first Féile in 1988 there
were a few talks: on the United
Irishmen and on the Irishness of
Irish art. There was also a
discussion in Conway Mill about
Belfast's mills. On this our 30th
birthday, there are over 75
discussions and debates.
Political issues in Catalonia, the
Basque Country, Corsica ,
Scotland, Palestine and South
Africa will be discussed. There
are events on the Civil Rights
campaign of 1968, Mary Anne
McCracken in 1798, Irish anti-
fascists in the Spanish Civil War,
and the struggle for Irish
women's suffrage. The 1970 Arms
Trial, the Great Escape from Long
Kesh in 1983, the rebuilding of
Bombay Street after 1969, the
inquest for the Gibraltar 3, the
role of women in the Good Friday
Agreement negotiations, the
Paras in Belfast, the Ballymurphy
massacre and Loughinisland will
also be under the spotlight, as
well as issues not even thought
of at the first Féile, such as Brexit
and the border poll. If you are an
old friend of Féile, welcome back.
And if you are new, welcome to
Ireland's biggest summer school.

Bill Rolston

Bhí cúpla caint ann ag an chéad Féile in
1988: ar na hÉireannaigh Aontaithe
agus ar Éireannachas na healaíne
Éireannaí. Bhí plé ar mhuilte Bhéal
Feirste i Muileann Mhic Con Midhe
chomh maith. Sa 30ú bliain cheiliúrtha
seo, beidh breis agus 75 plé agus
díospóireacht. Déanfar plé ar
cheisteanna polaitiúla sa Chatalóin, i
dTír na mBascach, sa Chorsaic, in
Albain, sa Phalaistín agus san Afraic
Theas. Beidh imeachtaí faoin fheachtas
um Chearta Sibhialta in 1968, Mary
Anne McCracken in 1798,
frithfhaisistithe Éireannacha i gCogadh
Cathartha na Spáinne agus faoi
streachailt um chearta vótála na mban
Éireannach. Pléifear Triail Arm 1970, an
tÉalú Mór ón Cheis Fhada in 1983,
atógáil Shráid Bombay i ndiaidh 1969,
an fiosrúchán don Gibraltar 3, ról na
mban in idirbheartaíochtaí
Chomhaontú Aoine an Chéasta, an
Reisimint Pharaisiút i mBéal Feirste, Ár
Bhaile Uí Mhurchú agus Ár Loch an
Oileáin fosta, chomh maith le
ceisteanna nár smaoineadh orthu sa
chéad Féile fiú, amhail Breatimeacht
agus vótáil ar an teorainn. Más
seanchara de Féile thú, fáilte ar ais. Más
é seo an chéad uair a bheidh tú ag Féile
an Phobail, fáilte go dtí an scoil
samhraidh is mó in Éirinn.

Bill Rolston



The Kennedy Centre has been an established part of
the West Belfast community for as long as Féile an
Phobail has existed and we have remained a proud
partner of the Feile since we opened in 1991. 

It has been a pleasure from day one to be associated
with the Feile and assist in its development as it has
developed into the largest community festival in
Europe. 

We are delighted to be in partnership with an
organisation that had the vision for a community
festival 30 years ago and it was this similar vision
from Hugh Kennedy that has allowed the Kennedy
Centre to develop and grow as part of the West
Belfast community over the past three decades side
by side with Féile.

We are delighted to be sponsoring the Debates and
Discussions section of the Festival. 

With over sixty diverse events taking place in the
beautiful surroundings of St Marys University College
we are certain there will be something that will
interest everyone in the community and further
afield.

We hope that everyone that attends and gains a
better understanding of the community and world
around them.

Have a great Féile 30 from all at Kennedy Centre!

John Jones
Centre Manager, Kennedy Centre
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A chairde
Debate and discussion are an integral part of Féile an
Phobail and that is entirely in keeping with the aims
of the people who had the vision to establish a
community festival back in 1988.  St Mary’s University
College has been associated with the Féile since 1992
and our respective interests coalesce around the
significance that each organisation attaches to
learning for continuous improvement.  We both
believe in the power of education.  We understand
that debate and discussions help to improve our
collective understanding of the cultural, economic,
political and social context in which we find ourselves
- a context that is constantly changing and
increasingly international.

St Mary’s is proud to be deeply associated with
Ireland’s largest community arts festival and summer
school, which welcomes thousands to the city of
Belfast each year.  Féile and ourselves are involved in
a true partnership where collaborative action and
learning as well as mutual respect characterize the
relationship we enjoy.

The College has been a higher education institution
located on the Falls Road since 1900 and our
educational tradition continues in an innovative way
through Féile.  That tradition now advances a mission
to facilitate ongoing dialogue with others, mindful
always of our own distinctive culture and position in
society.  Congratulations on the occasion of Féile 30.
Creidimid go gcumasaíonn foghlaim síorfheabhsú.

Professor Peter Finn
Principal
St Mary’s University College, Belfast

Loaf has been Féile an Phobail’s
pouring partner for four years and we
are looking forward to celebrating the
30th year of the festival by once again
providing quality coffee and
refreshments to help fuel the debates
and discussions. The money you spend
with Loaf at these events will support
people with learning difficulties and
autism to secure jobs with a future
through the work of NOW Group.

NOW is an award winning social
enterprise that was born in West
Belfast and has invested in the
regeneration of the area with Loaf Cafe
Bakery, the bright yellow building on
the Grosvenor Road opposite the
hospital that opened in 2015 and
earlier this year by opening a new,
modern head office occupied by 70
staff and participants at the bottom of
the Grosvenor Road. 

As NOW expands geographically we are
committed to continuing to support
the community in West Belfast and are
delighted to do this through Féile an
Phobail.

Maeve Monaghan
CEO NOW Group

Our work is driven by collaboration
between public authorities, professional
and non profit organisations together with
the local community to achieve agreed
goals. The key to this is about people
innovating together, renewing shared
values, sustaining hope and building
optimism.

Collectively we are focusing on taking
actions that inspire best practice outcomes.
During Féile we have the opportunity of
taking stock and interacting with academics
and activists from around the world.
Adapting what we learn to our own local
circumstances is the lifeblood of staying
relevant.   

Féile is also a time to celebrate achievement
and to recognise that the Upper Springfield
is an area that is redefining what is possible.
Our work succeeds because it grows and
develops through grassroots activity. 

With a rich seam of resilience and a sprinkle
of magic the Upper Springfield area sits at
the foot of the Black Mountain.  Come and
explore what is possible. You will find a
warm welcome and a community ready to
engage.

Noel Rooney
Chairperson
Upper Springfield Development Trust



Mary Ann McCracken is too often seen in the shadow of her sibling Henry Joy, who was
executed for his role in the 1798 rebellion.  She was 28 years old when he was hanged, but had
a long full life, living to the age of 96.  Mary Ann’s temperament and tenacity enabled her to
make a real difference in the issues closest to her heart, which were varied and ranged from
children’s education, to women’s employment and the anti-slavery movement. Mary Ann
McCracken pressed for progress both within the walls of the Poor House designed by her uncle
Robert, and outside in Belfast and beyond.   Talk delivered by Aaron McIntyre (Heritage and
Marketing Belfast Charitable Society), and chaired by Paula Reynolds Chairperson of the
Belfast Charitable Society.  In partnership with the Greater New Lodge Community Festival.
The event is free but booking is essential. Please phone 028 90 997 022.  Supported by
Féile an Phobail’s Community Engagement Programme
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Whiterock Children’s Centre and the West Belfast Family Support Hubs invite you to the
screening of ‘Resilience’, a film that looks at the long term impact of childhood trauma and
explores the findings of the Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) study. Relevant for any
individual or organisation that works with children or those impacted by childhood adversity.
Organised by Whiterock Children’s Centre and West Belfast Family Support Hubs. For
enquiries, contact: Ihintz, at i.oliden@whiterockchildrenscentre.org  

RESILIENCE –
ADVERSE
CHILDHOOD
EXPERIENCES 

SCREENING: 11AM

Whiterock Children’s Centre and the West Belfast Family Support Hubs invite you to the
screening of ‘Resilience’, a film that looks at the long term impact of childhood trauma and
explores the findings of the Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) study. Relevant for any
individual or organisation that works with children or those impacted by childhood adversity.
Organised by Whiterock Children’s Centre and West Belfast Family Support Hubs. For
enquiries, contact: Ihintz, at i.oliden@whiterockchildrenscentre.org

UNFINISHED
PEACE –
VICTIMS AND
SURVIVORS
ISSUES

SCREENING:

THURSDAY  2ND AUGUSTTHURSDAY  26TH JULY

THE
RELEVANCE
OF THE LIFE
AND WORK
OF MARY
ANN
MCCRACKEN
FOR BELFAST
TODAY

1PM

All events are in St Mary’s University College and are free unless otherwise stated.  For full
details consult the Féile programme, print version or online WWW.FEILEBELFAST.COM

CLIFTON HOUSE 7PM



During the 2017 general election, Theresa May famously said, “There is no Magic Money Tree.”
Positive Money NI are a group of citizens who meet monthly in Belfast to educate ourselves
about money and economics. Join us for an accessible introduction to the Money Tree and gain
an understanding of where money comes from. Organised by Positive Money NI. For
enquiries, contact: marybmcmanus@hotmail.com
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THE MAGIC
MONEY
TREE 
AN CRANN AIRGID
DRAÍOCHTÚIL

Robert Kennedy’s life and politics, and his presidential campaign of 1968, continue to
fascinate. Some questions never go away: would the world have been that different if he
hadn’t been assassinated? Why do so many people in so many parts of the world still look to
his brief career for inspiration? Who killed him? And in a world of Trump, of  #blacklivesmatter
and international proxy wars, what relevance does he have for today? Author Brian Dooley
discusses these questions. Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee

BOBBY
KENNEDY
50 YEARS ON 50 NÍOS MOILLE

3PM

Martin McGuinness was a Republican leader for the best part of 50 years until his sudden
death last year.  He was an inspirational figure nationally and internationally but his heart lay
in the Bogside.  ‘Jude Collins in conversation’ discusses his recently published book 'Martin
McGuinness the man I knew'. Organised by Jude Collins

JUDE
COLLINS 
INTERVIEWS

1PM

THURSDAY  2ND AUGUST THURSDAY  2ND AUGUST

3PM

This event will consider the 1970 Arms Trials. It will explain
Fianna Fail policy in the north at the time; the role of Jack Lynch
and the Irish cabinet at the outbreak of the Troubles; the
context in which the prosecutions of Charles Haughey, Neil
Blaney, Captain Kelly and Albert Lyuykx arose; the conduct of
the trial; the verdicts; the political impact the outcome had; and
how the episode is viewed decades later. Organised by Mark
Bassett BL. For enquires, contact:
mark.bassett@barlibrary.com

5PM
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Drawing on the personal written accounts of many of Féile’s key activists, advocates and
supporters spanning over three decades, Féile Voices explores the myriad ways that the West
Belfast community organised, campaigned and struggled for recognition and against
widespread demonisation in the face of often seemingly insurmountable odds. It includes the
powerful narratives of an eclectic and diverse mix of individuals, including community
activists, leading politicians, actors, playwrights, LGBT advocates, writers, singers, music
promoters, environmentalists, academics, human rights lawyers, journalists and Irish
language activists. With access to the insider views and stories of Féile’s founding activists,
Féile Voices demonstrates, details explores the challenges and triumphs channelled through a
community’s resistance to its exclusion, and the expression and transformation of its culture
through the cohesion offered by the joy of a ‘festival’. Free event

13THURSDAY  2ND AUGUST

kennedycentre.co.uk

• 48 Stores

• FREE Parking

• Indoor play area

• 8 Screen Cinema

• OPEN LATE

Supporting Féile 30

6PMBOOK
LAUNCH

TO COINCIDE WITH
FÉILE’S 30TH
ANNIVERSARY, THIS
UNPRECEDENTED BOOK
OF COMMUNITY
MEMOIRS UNCOVERS
THE FASCINATING STORY
OF A NATIONALLY AND
INTERNATIONALLY
SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL
AND POLITICAL FESTIVAL. 

All events are in St Mary’s University College and are free unless otherwise stated.  For full
details consult the Féile programme, print version or online WWW.FEILEBELFAST.COM



BREXIT, THE
BORDER AND THE
ECONOMY
As we hurtle towards the April 2019 date for Britain leaving the EU, are we any clearer
what impact Brexit will have on the border, soft or hard? If Britain leaves the single
market and the free trade zone how can a border be avoided? Would such a border
become a target for armed republicans? Would such a border lead to civil
disobedience? Would Brexit lead to another economic recession on the island of
Ireland? These are the questions to be considered by the panel. Organised by Féile
Debates and Discussions Committee

14 15
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dPANELLISTS INCLUDE
MARTINA ANDERSON MEP,
SINN FÉIN, AND FINE GAEL
SENATOR NEALE
RICHMOND. 

THE
PROBLEM
IS SIMPLE:
PEOPLE NEED
HOMES AND
THOSE TASKED
WITH
PROVIDING
THEM WON’T
BUILD THEM. 

THURSDAY  2ND AUGUST

7PM

WAITING ON
A CHILDHOOD:THE PLIGHT

OF CHILDREN ON THE HOUSING WAITING LIST

In communities like the Market and the Lower Ormeau, there are hundreds of people living in
states of homelessness while they wait years for social housing. This is an artificially created
crisis: in north Belfast, 80% of those on the housing waiting list are from Catholic backgrounds.
Join us to hear why it is essential that this crisis is resolved without further delay. Organised by
Equality Can’t Wait & Homes Now campaigns. For enquiries, contact:
padraig@marketbelfast.org

CONWAY MILL 7PM

THURSDAY  2ND AUGUST



One of the opening events in the Féile 30 programme is a discussion about Irish-medium
education. It is fitting that this discussion will be held in St Mary’s University College where Irish-
medium specialist courses in teacher education are provided.  The discussion will focus on issues
that are considered important to the development and enhancement of Irish-medium education,
from the nursery level through to third level.  This event also offers the opportunity to consider the
challenges that engage the sector at this time. Organised by St Mary’s University College.

Why do people paint murals? Where do people paint murals? How do our murals differ from
those elsewhere? Bill Rolston will bring you on a whistle-stop tour of a dozen countries over
one hundred years to try to explain why history, politics and identity are displayed on walls
in larger-than-life paintings. Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee

THE COLOURS ON
THE WALLS
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TIME FOR
TRUTH
A discussion on the legacy of our recent conflict will be
chaired by Jude Whyte whose mother was killed by a
UVF bomb alongside an RUC officer at her home. Jude
will outline the development of the Time for Truth
campaign and its key strategic objectives. A panel
consisting of Eilish Rooney, University of Ulster, Niall
Murphy, human rights solicitor, and Emma Rogan,
whose father was shot dead in the Loughinisland
massacre, will outline their perspectives on the search for
truth for all victim’s families who lost loved ones during
the conflict. Organised by the Time For Truth
Committee

CHALLENGES
AND
OPPORTUNITIES
FOR IRISH
MEDIUM
EDUCATION

FRIDAY  3RD AUGUST FRIDAY  3RD AUGUST

1PM

2PM

3PM

RAG-TAG ARMY: IRISH ANTI-
FASCISTS IN THE SPANISH CIVIL
WAR

A lecture by David Convery, historian of British and Irish radical history. He has published on
subjects including the Irish in the Spanish Civil War, communism in Britain and Ireland, and the
1913 Dublin Lockout. Light lunch followed by the lecture. Organised by the International
Brigades Commemoration Committee in partnership with the Shankill Library, Greater
Shankill Partnership, Belfast and District Trades Union Council. ICTU Youth Committee and
Trademark. Contact: 07751951785

SHANKILL ROAD LIBRARY 12PM



Local human rights lawyer, Padraig Ó Muirigh, will interview Barra McGrory QC about the
inquests of Mairead Farrell, Dan McCann and Sean Savage in Gibraltar in 1988. Mr McGrory,
whose late father PJ McGrory represented the families of the deceased at the inquest and also
argued the legal case brought by their families to the European Court of Human Rights, will
discuss the importance of the McCann v UK (1995) judgement, its implications for the
development of the jurisprudence of Article 2 (The Right to Life) of the ECHR, and how the
Convention rights have been employed by families who have lost loved ones during our
recent conflict.Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee.

18 19

MADGE DAVISON
MEMORIAL LECTURE: THE
KILLING OF IRISH
NEUTRALITY – THE
EVIDENCE

THE GIBRALTAR
INQUEST AND
ARTICLE 2

Paul Gosling, a freelance journalist for thirty years, has recently published a report ‘The
Economic Effects of an All-island Economy.’ The report considers the potential economic impact
of Irish reunification, with particular consideration given to the likely effects of Brexit. He
presents the economic performance of both economies in Ireland, their relationship with each
other, with Britain, the EU and the rest of the world. His report includes a ten point plan for how
Irish reunification might be achieved. Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee

FRIDAY  3RD AUGUST FRIDAY  3RD AUGUST

CIVIL RIGHTS – MISSED
OPPORTUNITY

5PM

5PM

Brid Rodgers, Civil Rights Activist and former Deputy Leader SDLP, Declan Kearney MLA,
Sinn Féin National Chairperson, Nelson McCausland former DUP MLA and John Lowry
Workers Party. This event is organised by broad based 50th Anniversary of Civil Rights
Commemoration Committee. We wish to commemorate the year in an inclusive and
reflective way, to seek to learn from what happened, to consider the significance of the Civil
Rights movement for our society today and the continuing resonance of the issues which it
addressed and the ideals which underpinned it. Organised by the 50th Anniversary of Civil
Rights Commemoration Committee. To reserve a place go to:
https://getinvited.to/slugger/civil-rights-missed-opportunity-feile-30/
For further information contact Cllr Tim Attwood Secretary 07802279939 or
attwoodt@belfastcity.gov.uk

6.30PM

Niall Farrell, PRO for Galway Alliance Against War, will give an illustrated talk. Organised by
Communist Party of Ireland, contact: 0775195178.

7PM

AN ALL
IRELAND
ECONOMY 



The NI Civil Rights Association and the struggle for democracy. Main speaker Marion Donnelly,
founder member of NICRA and one of the key organisers of the Coalisland March, along with
founding member Eamonn Melaugh and chaired by Micky McCrory, former member of Belfast
NICRA. Followed by a showing a short DVD on the Civil Rights Movement (NICRA), with other guest
speakers and founder members from NICRA followed by Q&A. Organised by The National
Commemoration Committee. For enquiries, contact: jim.quinn1@btinternet.com

20 21

BILLY MCMILLEN 
MEMORIAL LECTURE

Why is the death of Wolfe Tone still a mystery and why did the British need to make it look like
suicide? Who was the establishment figure that may have been his real father? In the time of
the Penal laws, which national icon was a ‘Loyal Catholic’? How did Napper Tandy help
Napoleon’s love life? And which of his ‘lucky’ generals may have scuppered everything from
Bantry Bay to Waterloo? And why is remembering 1798 more ‘inconvenient’ with every
passing year? All these questions and more will be dealt with as Paddy Cullivan of Callan’s
Kicks, The Late Late Show and Kilkenomics brings you an audio-visual spectacular 220 years
after the rebellion that changed Ireland forever. One not to be missed! Organised by Féile
Debates and Discussions Committee

WHY IS THE
DEATH OF
WOLFE TONE
STILL A
MYSTERY AND
WHY DID THE
BRITISH NEED
TO MAKE IT
LOOK LIKE
SUICIDE?

PADDY CULLIVAN
THE 10 DARK SECRETS OF 1798

IN CONVERSATION WITH
JUSTUS THEATRE
COMPANY

Discussion and Q & A with Founding Members of the JUSTus Women’s Theatre Group,
chaired by Orliath Mhic Leanáin.  DubbelJoint theatre company was founded in 1991 by
English Theatre practitioner Pam Brighton, Marie Jones and Mark Lambert and acted also as
a spur to grassroots involvement helping Chrissie Mhic Siacáis and a group of local non-
theatre professional women establish JustUs community theatre in 1995.   Their co-production
of the following year of the widely acclaimed, Just a Prisoner’s Wife, premiered in March as part
of a Féile an Phobail International Women’s Day initiative. The group would go on to produce
iconic Féile productions, including Binlids (written by Jake Mac Siacais, Danny Morrison,
Brenda Murphy and Christine Poland, 1997) which travelled to New York in 1998. They also
produced Forced Upon Us (written by Brenda Murphy and Christine Poland, 1999), and Ordinary
People, Extraordinary Lives (2002).   Organised by Glór na Móna. For enquiries, contact:
orliath@glornamona.com

GAEL–IONAD MHIC GOILL, GLÓR NA MÓNA 7PM

FRIDAY  3RD AUGUST FRIDAY  3RD AUGUST

LOWER FALLS SOCIAL CLUB 7PM THE ROCK BAR 9PM
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SOCIAL ISOLATION 
IN OUR SOCIETY
Talk and No Move Shift Film Showcase 
In an age of digital prominence and more accessible communication, it is somewhat ironic that
the issue of social isolation, vulnerability and loneliness is as prevalent as ever. How are we as a
society addressing issues of social isolation and how is it affecting the more vulnerable in society?
Discussion chaired by Amanda Ferguson, Broadcaster and Journalist and a panel of leading
experts in the field including Elizabeth Boyd, Service Manager for Red Cross Community Connect
Projects, Eddie Lynch, Commissioner for Older People for NI, Patricia Muldoon, Assistant Director
for Youth Justice Agency Belfast and Ryan Doherty, Project Manager, Homeplus NI. No Move Shift
is a short film made by local young people exploring the lives of different people from society who
have experience social isolation and loneliness and how it has impacted on their lives.  Organised
by Féile’s Community Engagement Programmee. Grant aided by PCSP

22

THE GOOD
FRIDAY
AGREEMENT:
THE WOMEN
IN THE
ROOM

Albie Sachs first visited the offices of the only black law firm then in South Africa, Mandela and
Tambo, when he was eighteen and a third-year law student. In the half century that followed
Nelson Mandela and Oliver Tambo not only defended legions of the poor, they used their legal
and political skills to challenge apartheid inside and outside court and ended up helping to
produce what many regard, as the most progressive Constitution in the world. Albie Sachs took
part in this long journey and will describe what it was like working with two of the most
remarkable lawyers who ever lived. Organised by Féile Debate and Discussions Committee

PJ MCGRORY
LECTURE:THE BEST
LAW FIRM IN THE
WORLD?

SATURDAY  4TH AUGUST SATURDAY  4TH AUGUST

1PM

3PM

In 1998 the Good Friday Agreement was signed forming the basis for political stability and for
conflict resolution. While commemorative events have focussed on main players from that time
there has been a neglect of the voices of women who were critical to the Agreement. This
unique event will speak to some of the women from all parties who were a key part of the
development, signing and persuading involved in the signing of the Peace Agreement.

While there have been significant change and transformation much remains to be implemented.
This event will focus on their roles and reflections twenty years on. Contributors: Bríd Rodgers
SDLP, Monica McWilliams Women’s Coalition, Dawn Purvis PUP, Michelle O’Neill Sinn Féin.  As
part of the conversation there will be a recognition of the role of the then British Secretary of
State Mo Mowlam from Labour MP Harriet Harmon. This event is organised by Relatives for
Justice as part of RFJ’s UNSCR1325 Women building peace project 

MONDAY  6TH AUGUST

11AM

All events are in St Mary’s University College and are free unless otherwise stated.  For full
details consult the Féile programme, print version or online WWW.FEILEBELFAST.COM



What does the outcome of the abortion referendum in the South of Ireland mean for women
across the island of Ireland and how does it impact the campaign for law reform in the North?
Speakers: Caoimhe Anglin campaigned for repeal of the 8th amendment and changes to the
abortion law in South of Ireland following her own experience of travelling to England for a
termination. Gráinne Teggart manages Amnesty International’s campaign for law reform in
the North of Ireland. Chair Allison Morris.  Organised by Amnesty International 
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In 1845, Frederick Douglass, a 27 year old runaway slave, sought refuge in the United Kingdom,
to avoid being captured and returned to his ‘owner’.  Douglass spent the first four months of his
self-imposed exile in Ireland, lecturing in Dublin, Wexford, Waterford, Limerick and Belfast.  He
described his time in the country as the happiest period of his life. It also changed him. Christine
Kinealy, Director of Ireland’s Great Hunger Institute at Quinnipiac University, explores how
Ireland helped to shape Douglass’s political development and to transform him into a champion
of international civil rights. Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee

ABORTION IN
IRELAND POST
REFERENDUM

Ca
oi

m
he

 A
ng

lin
 

It is the 20th anniversary of the Good Friday/Belfast Agreement and also 10 years from the
submission of the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission’s advice on a Bill of Rights.
Many of the human rights and equality promises of peace remain undelivered. Brexit makes
this reality an even more serious practical problem for anyone concerned with building a fair
and inclusive shared society. Colin Harvey and Anne Smith will reflect on a research project
aimed at progressing the Bill of Rights and will outline ways forward for this significant
constitutional project. Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee. Supported
by Belfast City Council Good Relations Grant 

TWENTY YEARS
ON AND STILL NO
BILL OF RIGHTS

FREDERICK
DOUGLASS
& IRELAND
He described his time in the
country as the happiest period of
his life. It also changed him. 

MONDAY  6TH AUGUST MONDAY  6TH AUGUST

THE ROCK BAR 1PM

3PM

3PM

Influenced by campaigns in the North of Ireland against state collusion, Liz Fekete, Institute of
Race Relations, sets out to study the relationship between far-right groups in Europe, covert
policing and institutional racism in her recent book, Europe’s Fault Lines: Racism and the Rise
of the Right (Verso,2018). In conversation with Bill Rolston she will explore in this event if
European states are colluding with the growth of fascism.  Organised by Féile Debates and
Discussions Committee

FAULT LINES:
RACISM AND
THE RISE OF
THE RIGHT

5PM



Former Sinn Féin president Gerry Adams is nationally and internationally recognisable as one
of Ireland’s foremost politicians. Less well known is his life as an author and writer. Despite a
hectic political lifestyle, he managed to write and publish 15 books. The title of his most recent
book ‘Never Give Up’ is considered a metaphor for his life in politics.  The author, writer and
broadcaster Jude Collins will interview Gerry Adams about his writings, his literary interests
and the influence of politics on his writing and literature on his political views. Organised by
Féile Debates and Discussions Committee
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POST-APARTHEID SOUTH
AFRICA –THE SHACK
DWELLERS’ STORY
‘Occupy, Resist, Develop’ is the rallying call of Abahlali Base Mjondolo (abahlali.org) - a
mass democratic, grassroots social movement of the shack dwellers and the poor in
South Africa. 

Born in Durban in 2005 it is the now the largest movement of its kind to have emerged in
the post-apartheid era. Living in self-built homes with self-organised plumbing,
electricity, childcare, sanitation and services, South African’s are regrouping to
challenge racial and spacial inequality in new and imaginative ways.  Thapelo Mohapi,
General Secretary will explain the conditions that created the movement and how they
are successfully building communities and resisting evictions in the face of often brutal
and violent reactions from the state. Organised in conjunction with Participation and
Practice of Rights and the Social Change Initiative.

GERRY ADAMS
IN CONVERSATION

Based on her involvement in the Irish Women’s Abortion Support Group in London from
1980, Ann Rossiter, uses the stories of some Irish women abortion seekers to highlight the
issue of ‘Ireland’s Hidden Diaspora’, the title of her 2009 book.  She also looks at the
continuing struggle to gain safe and legal abortion on the island of Ireland. Organised by
Féile Debates and Discussions Committee

TALL TALES, OR
POWERFUL POLITICAL
TESTIMONY? STORIES OF
IRISH ABORTION SEEKERS
FROM THE LONDON-IRISH
UNDERGROUND

MONDAY  6TH AUGUST MONDAY  6TH AUGUST

5PM

7PM

THE ROCK BAR 1PM

All events are in St Mary’s University College and are free unless otherwise stated.  For full
details consult the Féile programme, print version or online WWW.FEILEBELFAST.COM



Since 2012 Michael Maguire has served as Police Ombudsman. When he took up the post his
office was investigating 170 legacy cases. Today the Police Ombudsman is investigating more
than 400 cases with fewer resources than in 2012. Mr Maguire will talk about the challenges he
faces and the need for a more comprehensive approach to dealing with the past. Organised by
Féile Debates and Discussions Committee. Supported by Belfast City Council Good
Relations Grant

2928

INVESTIGATING
THE PAST – THE
CHALLENGES OF
COMPETING NARRATIVES

LET’S TALK ABOUT
EDUCATION!
This event will explore the role that education can play in the process of building peace.
Combining a global perspective, as well as a rights-based approach, our contributors will
discuss the challenges facing education in a divided society. Panellists include Robin Wilson,
Baroness May Blood, campaign chair, Integrated Education Fund, Koulla Yiasouma, NI
Commissioner for Children and Young People, and Máire Thompson, Principal, Malone
Integrated College. Chair Gerry McConville, Director, Falls Community Council.  Organised by
the Integrated Education Fund with Féile an Phobail
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TUESDAY  7TH AUGUST TUESDAY  7TH AUGUST

1PM

1PM
PSYCHIATRY: THE ART OF
THE POSSIBLE?
Published author Bill Mc Knight was born in the Tigers Bay area of North Belfast. He will
present this opportunity for discussion on the modern issues affecting mental health exploring
the tools we can develop to address issues. This unique event “Psychiatry: the art of the
possible?” will reflect on Bills own experience in dealing with mental health issues. The Panel
consists of local practitioners Dr Tony O’Neill a Consultant Psychiatrist and Margaret Walker
from local community organisation Suicide Awareness and Support Group West Belfast.
Donations welcomed for Suicide Awareness and Support Group West Belfast.
Organised by Bill McKnight, contact billmcknight01@hotmail.com or phone on
07926322691.

3PM

STUCK IN THE PAST
A presentation and discussion on the proposed legacy mechanisms from the Stormont House
Agreement.  Will investigations and information retrieval bring us any closer to the truth of our
conflict?  Our Panellists from Republican, Loyalist and policing  backgrounds will debate that
question and will tell us what they think is possible in the present.  Confirmed participants
include Seán Murray, Winston Irvine and PSNI Chief Constable George Hamilton.  The event
will include contributions from Victims Commissioner Judith Thompson, and legacy specialist
Professor Louise Mallinder.  The Chair is Journalist and Author Barney Rowan. Supported by
Belfast City Council Good Relations Grant

3PM
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There are many examples
around the world where
liberation movements have
had to compromise and, in
some cases, contradict the
promises made during the
period of the liberation
struggle when in government.
Is this inevitable or avoidable? 

3130

Kathy Ryan is the vice chair of the
Alzheimer’s’ Society of Ireland’s Dementia
Working Group. She was diagnosed with
younger onset Alzheimer’s in January 2014 at
the age of 53.  Kathy is a mother to two boys
and is from Cashel Co. Tipperary. Kathy is a
passionate advocate for promoting the
mental health and wellbeing of all since her
diagnosis. She wants to break down the
stigma and create awareness of dementia
and will talk about herself and her work.
Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions
Committee in conjunction with Belfast
Health and Social Care Trust.

Kathy was
diagnosed
with younger
onset
Alzheimer's
in January
2014 at the
age of 53. 

FÉILE HEALTH LECTURE
‘LIFE DOESN’T END WHEN
DEMENTIA BEGINS’
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COMPATIBLE OR
CONTRADICTORY?

TUESDAY  7TH AUGUST TUESDAY  7TH AUGUST

5PM

Can promises made on the ‘barricades’ be honoured when sitting in government? How do
political parties of the left in Ireland handle such contrasting pressures? Eoin Ó Broin TD, Sean
Brady, BuildHomesNow, and other panellists will debate these and other issues. Organised by
Féile Debates and Discussions Committee

PROTESTING ON THE
STREETS AND BEING IN
GOVERNMENT:

5PM
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RE-BUILDING
OF BOMBAY ST

MARTIN LUTHER
KING & THE CIVIL
RIGHTS MOVEMENT
LE BRIAN KELLY

Queen’s University Lecturer and socialist activist Brian Kelly is an author and labour historian with a special interest in
race and class relations in the post-Civil War South. His early published work explored the record
of interracial cooperation between black and white workers in industrial Birmingham, Alabama.
Organised by Glór na Móna. For enquiries, contact: mairtin@glornamona.com

TUESDAY  7TH AUGUST TUESDAY  7TH AUGUST

DAMIEN WALSH
MEMORIAL LECTURE 

Damien Walsh was 17 years old when he was murdered by the UDA at his place of work, the
Coal Bunker, on the 25th March 1993 in the Dairy Farm Centre in the Colin area. A work
colleague was seriously injured that night as well. The security forces had an undercover
surveillance unit who watched the murder take place and done nothing to intervene or pursue
the gunmen. The guns used in the murder were part of a consignment brought in by British/UDA
double agent Brian Nelson. This murder like many others has all the hallmarks of collusion. The
event will be chaired by Cllr Stephen Magennis, main speakers Paul Butler and Jennifer
McCann from Relatives for Justice and Damien’s mother Marion. It is important that Damien is
not forgotten and that the Walsh family get Justice. Come Along and show your support.
Organised by Justice for Damien Walsh/ Time for Truth Committee

SALLY GARDENS COMMUNITY CENTRE 7PM
On the 15th of August 1969, Bombay Street, off the Falls Road was burnt to the ground. The next
year, Irish speakers from the Shaw’s Road Gaeltacht in Andersonstown re-built it. Tonight’s film,
originally shown on TG4, documents the re-building and the local people involved in it. After
the screening Seán Mac Seáin, one of the key players throughout, will give his thoughts on the
project. There will also be a chance for Q and A. Organised by Naomh Pól CLG. For enquires,
contact Glen Phillips, 07906 179605

NAOMH PÓL GAA, SHAWS RD 7PM

GAEL-IONAD MHIC GOILL, GLÓR NA MÓNA 7PM
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FOLLOWED BY A 30 MINUTE PANEL DISCUSSION / Q&A.

‘This Is Palestine’ is a documentary that follows Riverdance founder John McColgan on a
journey through Gaza and the West Bank. The film features powerful interviews with people who
have lost their homes, land or family members as a result of the ongoing conflict, as well as
inspiring footage of the Israeli and Palestinian activists working together for a just peace. It was
produced by Tyrone Productions and Trócaire. The panel for the discussion/Q&A will include
John McColgan and  Seán Farrell, Director of Trócaire’s International Division. Organised by
Féile Debates and Discussions Committee. Supported by the Executive Office

3534

‘THIS IS PALESTINE’

As Brexit looms on the horizon and discussion of a border poll is on the agenda,
there is a growing debate about visions for a new Ireland. This was already
apparent in discussions at last year's Féile. So this year we have invited key
people in the leadership of political parties on the island to present their views.
Participants: Lisa Chambers (Fianna Fáil), Colm Eastwood (SDLP), Mary Lou
McDonald (Sinn Féin), Joe McHugh (Fine Gael), Naomi Long (Alliance Party)
and Robin Swann (Ulster Unionist Party). Organised by Féile Debates and
Discussions Committee. Supported by the Executive Office. Supported by
Belfast City Council Good Relations Grant

LEADERS
DEBATE
PLÉ NA
GCEANNAIRÍ

TUESDAY  7TH AUGUST TUESDAY  7TH AUGUST

7PM

7PM

All events are in St Mary’s University College and are free unless otherwise stated.  For full
details consult the Féile programme, print version or online WWW.FEILEBELFAST.COM



JOHNSTON PRICE: IRISH
PROTESTANTS AND THE
ENDGAME FOR PARTITION
Drawing inspiration from the life and work of Protestant radical Johnston Price, the event will
engage with the question of how Irish Protestants make sense of their location in the rapidly
changing politics – and demography – of contemporary Ireland.  Led by Johnston’s friends and
comrades, the event will ask how Irish Protestants should respond to the challenges of current
Irish politics. The event will conclude with the launch of a pamphlet remembering and
celebrating Johnston’s life and work and featuring his analysis of ‘Digging Up William
Thompson’, the 19th century Irish radical.  Speaker: Robbie McVeigh. Chair: Mike Ritchie.
Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee. Supported by Belfast City
Council Good Relations Grant

3736

LESSONS FOR CHANGE:
WEBSITE LAUNCH & Q&A WITH
INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL CHANGE
ACTIVISTS

A discussion with prominent international social change activists: Bernadette Mc Aliskey,
Thapelo Mohapi - General Secretary, Abalahli Basemondjolo – The Shack dwellers Movement,
South Africa, Ciarán Mac Giolla Bhéin – An Dream Dearg and Martin O Brien from Social
Change Initiative. An online resource compiled by Irish activists after their travels, meeting
dynamic groups in America and South Africa will also be launched. Organised by Glór na
Móna. For enquiries, contact: mairtin@glornamona.com

WEDNESDAY  8TH AUGUST WEDNESDAY  8TH AUGUST

GAEL-IONAD MHIC GOILL, GLÓR NA MÓNA 11AM

AN CHULTÚRLANN 10.30AM

WHAT EVERY WOMAN WANTS – EQUALITY!
The Equality Commission presents a panel discussion focusing on gender issues. Join us to
explore equality issues facing women every day, including: pregnancy and maternity
discrimination, childcare, flexible working, sexual harassment and the concentration of women
in low-paid part-time work. Chaired by Yvette Shapiro. Organised by The Equality
Commission in conjunction with Falls Women’s Centre. For enquiries, contact:
kmcginley@equalityni.org

DISABILITY RIGHTS
Féile an Phobail partners NOW Group will host a discussion with Irish Government Minister for
Disability Finian McGrath. The NOW Group provide a range of services that support people
with learning difficulties and autism to realise their full potential and change their lives for the
better. Recently Minister McGrath attended the UN to ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities. Chair: NOW Group CEO Maeve Monaghan. Organised by Féile
Debates and Discussions Committee in conjunction with The NOW Group

LOAF CAFÉ, 307 GROSVENOR RD 12.30PM

1PM
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THE LEFT
SPEAKS

BEIDH AN EITE
CHLÉ AG LABHAIRT

REFLECTING ON
RECONCILIATION
Former political prisoners Pat Magee and Laurence McKeown reflect on the challenges of
living a republican politic remaining faithful to their lived experience while seeking to achieve
mutual understanding across political divisions on the island. They will focus on their
experience of engagement with unionists and others and ask what are the dynamics, internal
and external, that hold back progress. Facilitator Andrée Murphy. Organised by Féíle Debates
and Discussions Committee. Supported by Belfast City Council Good Relations Grant

This talk will look at the role which large-scale public events have played in shaping national,
religious and cultural identity. It will look at the Eucharistic Congress and how the event was
reported in the media as much a political event as a religious gathering, and how the events
were perceived in Ulster. We will see opposition to the event in various levels of local
government, from the Orange Order, and from Stormont officials.  It will look at the street
confrontations around the flying of Papal flags. It will examine the aftermath and fallout from
the attacks, recriminations in the nationalist press, and accusations of police colluding with the
attackers, culminating in official investigations by the Stormont government.Organised by
Barry Sheppard. For enquiries, contact: barrysheppard77@gmail.com

IDENTITY, SYMBOLISM,
AND CONFLICT IN
BELFAST: BELFAST AND
THE 1932 EUCHARISTIC
CONGRESS

WEDNESDAY  8TH AUGUST WEDNESDAY  8TH AUGUST

CITIZENSHIP
AND THE GOOD
FRIDAY
AGREEMENT
The Good Friday Agreement “recognises the birth right of all
the people of Northern Ireland to identify themselves and be
accepted as Irish or British, or both, as they may so chose…
.”. Do the Irish and British governments and their
immigration policies implement this commitment when
people apply for such citizenship and reference the GFA as
their rational? Seanadór Niall Ó Donnghaile is joined by
Emma and Jake De Souza, who will tell of their attempts to
have Irish citizenship recognised and accepted. Organised
by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee. Supported
by Belfast City Council Good Relations Grant

1PM

5PM

Representatives from left parties and groups will discuss a range of contemporary issues, from
Brexit to austerity. Chair: Fergus Ó Hír. Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions
Committee

3PM 5PM



Féile an Phobail's flagship event, where the audience gets the opportunity to ask
questions on topical issues from a panel which will include Dianne Abbott (the British
Labour Party's Shadow Home Secretary), John Connors (Actor) and John Finucane
(Sinn Féin). Chair: Noel Thompson. Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions
Committee. Supported by the Executive Office

40 41

An opportunity for young people across Belfast to engage directly with those of influence in
matters and issues that directly affects the lives of young people.  Over the past number of
months Féile in partnership with Active Communities Network have been carrying out
consultations with young people from across Belfast.  The result is the most comprehensive and
engaging Youth Talks Back event we have delivered, with young people involved in the planning,
consultation, and delivery of the event.  Open to young people from across Belfast.  Registration
essential. Chaired by Kelly Bonner, BBC Reporter. Panel includes Órlaithí Flynn MLA, Sinn Féin;
Fra Stone, Falls Community Council Drugs Programme and Debbie Watters, Vice-Chairperson,
NI Policing Board. Contact lauren@feilebelfast.com for registration and further information.
Part of Féile’s Youth Arts and Community Engagement Programme and Supported by Colin
Youth Development Centre and Belfast City Council Good Relations. Supported by the
Executive Office

YOUTH
TALKS
BACK

WEST
BELFAST
TALKS
BACK:
CUR AGUS
CÚITEAMH
IARTHAR BHÉAL
FEIRSTE

WEDNESDAY  8TH AUGUST WEDNESDAY  8TH AUGUST

COLIN YOUTH DEVELOPMENT CENTRE 2PM

ST LOUISES COMPREHENSIVE COLLEGE 7PM
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Anne Calwallader from the Pat Finucane Centre and author of Lethal Allies (British Collusion
in Ireland) and Margaret Urwin author of “A State in Denial” will be giving talks
demonstrating British Collusion in Ireland. Collusion needs to be seen in the context of other
British counter-insurgency operations and against a Colonial/Imperial background. The Pat
Finucane Centre have created a montage of “The Legacy of Colonialism” which will be on
display at this Event. Organised by the Lenadoon Cultural Group in Partnership with The
Pat Finucane Centre. Phone 02890 585544 from 9.30am – 6:00pm Mon-Fri or email
mdsarsfield@yahoo.co.uk or nibs78@hotmail.com with any enquiries. 

WEDNESDAY  8TH AUGUST THURSDAY  9TH AUGUST

Increasingly the visitor to our cities are seeking out local stories, culture and neighbourhoods.
They are exploring the urban environment. They want to do what locals do, they want to eat
and drink in places enjoyed by local people.  How do we maximise the socio-economic benefits
of tourism in the neighbourhoods of Belfast whilst, at the same time, respecting the interests
of those who live and work in these areas? This workshop is designed to explore these
opportunities and challenges. Chaired by Professor Terry Stevens (Stevens & Associates and
the School of Management, Swansea University). We will hear how other destinations are
successfully managing this situation.

Terry will be joined in conversation with:
Chris Armstrong – Eastside Tourism
Harry Connolly – Fáilte Feirste Thiar
Petra Stusek – Director of Tourism of Ljubljana, Slovenia
Harry John – Director of Tourism and Destination Development for Bern, Switzerland 
Ozren Grbavic – Owner of Illustris Experience Travel, Istria, Croatia 
Patrick Torrent – Ceo Catalan Tourist Board, Catalonia

Organised by Fáilte Feirste Thiar and Eastide Tourism as part of BCC City Connections
Programme. Contact info@visitwestbelfast.com

MAXIMISING
THE IMPACT
OF TOURISM

BRITISH
COLLUSION
IN IRELAND

PATRICK SARSFIELDS GAC, STEWARTSTOWN ROAD 8PM

11AM – 2PM (REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED)
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BELFAST IPSC PALESTINE DAY
In the 70th year of the Palestinian Nakba [Arabic for ‘catastrophe’], this year’s event will focus
on the on-going Nakba and Israel’s racist policies of aggression and apartheid against the
Palestinian people.

“Red Noses Palestine Exhibition,” an exhibition of Belfast photographer Sean McKernan’s work
documenting the extraordinary work of Red Nose Palestine, an organisation established in
2010 to “bring fun and laughter to children in need of joy throughout Palestine.” 

Solidarity stall providing a range of solidarity items including authentic Palestinian Keffiyeh
scarves made in the only remaining Keffiyeh factory in Palestine, Palestine football jerseys, t-
shirts, books, etc.

12–
2pm

Authentic Palestinian cuisine, including traditional Palestinian hummus and falafel.

2pm Members of the Palestinian community in Belfast discuss their personal perspectives
on the legacy of Nakba and the continued denial of the Right of Return as enshrined in
United Nations General Assembly Resolution 194.

7pm A panel of guest speakers discuss the on-going Nakba in the context of the role
mainstream media have played in manufacturing consent for Israel’s racist policies of
aggression and apartheid against the Palestinian people.

THURSDAY  9TH AUGUST THURSDAY  9TH AUGUST

IRISH
WOMEN, THE
VOTE AND
THE 1918
ELECTION1PM

Margaret Ward will highlight some of the events - the militant suffrage campaign, the Easter
Rising and the Proclamation, the First World War - that led up to the passing, on 6th February
1918, of the Representation of the People Act, which gave women over 30 with property the right
to vote, for the first time in Irish or British history, in parliamentary elections. It will also look at
events in Ireland - how did women respond? what did Sinn Féin do? - before discussing the
election campaigns of Constance Markievicz in Dublin and Winifred Carney in Belfast. Organised
by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee

THE IMPACT OF
THE PARACHUTE
REGIMENT IN
BELFAST, 1970-
1973 1PM

The Pat Finucane Centre works with families whose members have been killed, injured,
abused or tortured by the British Army’s Parachute Regiment.  They examined these cases with
a view to exposing the ‘corporate identity’ and more importantly, the corporate responsibility of
the Paras for their litany of abuses. The launch of PFC’s report on this work will contribute to an
understanding of the culture, training and mind-set of the Paras which enabled them to operate
as they were intended to by the political establishment in London. It is especially timely this
year as we prepare for the new inquest into the Ballymurphy Massacre. Followed by Q&A with
Micheál Smith (PFC Caseworker), Pádraig O’Muirigh (solicitor) and a member of the
Ballymurphy Massacre Campaign. Organised by The Pat Finucane Centre 

All events are in St Mary’s University College and are free unless otherwise stated.  For full
details consult the Féile programme, print version or online WWW.FEILEBELFAST.COM
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A CHANGING EUROPE?
NATIONAL LIBERATION
MOVEMENTS AND THE
STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM
Political developments in Europe are moving at an increasingly fast pace. From Ireland to
Corsica and from Scotland to Catalonia the promise of independence for small nations is
getting closer by the day. However despite the electoral successes of independence
movements, the large nations that currently control them are not going to give up easily.  We
are very pleased to have the opportunity to hear from senior representatives from Corsica, the
Basque Country and Catalonia about their perspectives on the politics of national self-
determination. Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee

THURSDAY  9TH AUGUST THURSDAY  9TH AUGUST

3PM

THE CHALLENGES OF
DELIVERING CHANGE IN POST
CONFLICT SOUTH AFRICA
Zelda Holtzman was active in the ANC underground, in Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK) military
structures and in the SA Communist Party.  From 1995 – 2003 she served as a high ranking
official within the South African Police Service and led the work to transform it.   Later, she was
head of Parliamentary Protection Services but after challenging the inappropriate use of state
resources, was unfairly dismissed.  She is an active campaigner against state capture in South
Africa.  In this discussion she will offer her insights on the challenges faced by the ANC when it
came into government and will talk about the difficulties in delivering a fairer South Africa.
Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee

FROM CIVIL RIGHTS TO
BREXIT 1968 – 2018
1968 was the year of protest: from the Vietnam War, the Prague Spring and the revolt in Paris, to
the Bogside in Derry. Michael Farrell, who was one of the leaders of the Peoples Democracy in
1968-9, reflects on the influences that shaped the Civil Rights movement in the North; how the
Good Friday Agreement aimed to protect human rights and equality here; and how Brexit
threatens to unravel it. Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee

5PM

5PM

MIND THE GAP: WHERE’S 
THE ACCOUNTABILITY?
Despite admissions of collusion in a series of official reports, apologies from a British Prime
Minister, reports into shoot-to-kill and judicial acknowledgements of wrongdoing by the state’s
armed forces and intelligence agencies, where is the accountability? Relatives for Justice will
examine the accountability gap. Organised by Relatives for Justice

3PM
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In a hugely competitive environment every tourism destination is trying to find its point of
difference – that unique part of its culture and heritage that offers appeal, interest and reasons
for a tourist to visit. Creating and delivering great visitor experiences is key to attracting visitors
and music is one of the key assets that can drive a successful tourism sector. Music tourism is
now one of the fastest growing sectors in the industry. It can take many forms from live
performances of traditional songs, to major festivals and concerts, to celebrating the well-
known musicians and songsters from the destination. Music is a cornerstone of Belfast’s
tourism appeal. This session explores the nature and growth of music tourism and examines
the potential to further develop music tourism in our city. Organised by Fáilte Feirste Thiar
and Eastide Tourism as part of BCC City Connections Programme. Contact
info@visitwestbelfast.com

‘HEY MR DREAM
SELLER – MUSIC
AND TOURISM’

THURSDAY  9TH AUGUST THURSDAY  9TH AUGUST

EASTSIDE VISITORS CENTRE (402 NEWTOWNARDS RD, BT4 1HH 7.30PM

A WARM HOUSE FOR
UNIONISTS?

Demographic change, economic viability and Brexit are now pushing a border poll to the top of
the agenda. The panellists, all from unionist backgrounds, Dr Jim Dornan, Mike Nesbitt MLA,
David Honeyford and Sophie Long, discuss if a united Ireland can be a warm house for
Unionists. Chair David McCann, Deputy Editor, Slugger O’Toole. Organised by Féile Debates
and Discussions Committee. Supported by Belfast City Council Good Relations Grant

WHO AM I, WHY AM I HERE, AND
WHERE AM I GOING?

Cé mise? Cén fáth a bhfuil mé anseo, agus
Cá bhfuil mé ag dul?

MY COSMIC QUEST
Paul Gavan, Author of ‘My Cosmic Quest: A Search for Enlightenment’ offers a discourse based
on over 25 years of experience and research into humanity’s age old questions, Who am I, Why
am I here, and Where am I going? Paul offers deep insights on Karma, Reincarnation, Ancient
Egypt, UFOs and the Universal Brotherhood and Sisterhood. Please join Paul for an uplifting
evening exploring life’s universal mysteries.Organised by author Paul Gavan. For enquiries,
contact: paulgavan7@yahoo.com

7PM

BALLYMURPHY
MASSACRE: ARE INQUESTS
THE ROUTE TO TRUTH?
In September 2018 the Ballymurphy Massacre inquest starts after 47 years campaigning. A panel,
which includes John Teggart and other victims’ families at various stages of the inquest process,
will seek to answer the question: In the absence of other mechanisms for dealing with the past
are inquests the way forward for legacy cases and will they get to the truth? Chair Padraig Ó
Muirigh, human rights solicitor.Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee

7PM

7PM

All events are in St Mary’s University College and are free unless otherwise stated.  For full
details consult the Féile programme, print version or online WWW.FEILEBELFAST.COM



NO STONE
UNTURNED FILM
FOLLOWED BY Q&A
Oscar winning director Alex Gibney’s film follows the
Loughinisland families as they singlehandedly take on the
British establishment in a David vs Goliath battle to reveal
the shocking truth of how police actively sought to protect
those involved in the murder of their loved ones. The
ground-breaking film has already been voted ‘Best
Documentary of 2017’ by Irish Times readers, nominated for
Best Documentary in the Irish, Film and Television Awards
and considered for an Oscar. Delivered by Upper
Andersonstown Community Forum. Supported by Féile’s
Community Engagement Programme

50 51THURSDAY  9TH AUGUST FRIDAY  10TH AUGUST

DUNCAIRN CULTURE AND ARTS CENTRE 7PM

In this lecture, historian Dr Eamon Phoenix will explore some of the “secrets’, which have
come to light from his reading of the state papers during the time period from the beginning of
the Northern Ireland state until 1992.   Introduction and chair: Joe Austin, Chairperson of the
National Graves Association. Part of Féile’s Community Engagement Programme. In
partnership with the Greater New Lodge Community Festival

TULLYMORE
COMMUNITY
CENTRE, 37A
TULLYMORE
GARDENS

EAMON PHOENIX
TALK SECRET
HISTORY: THE
NORTH FROM
THE STATE
PAPERS 1922-
1992

7PM

ANNUAL
PRISONERS
DAY

Light Lunch with tea & coffee on arrival
12pm Irish Republican Prison Crafts Project Exhibition  

1pm Update on the project from Paddy Ó Dowd
1.30pm Coiste Update on Internment Court Action & Tribunal on ’76-’81 Prison Protests with

Pádraig Ó Muirigh & Séanna Walsh

2pm ‘Women in The Irish Struggle’ – panel discussion with former IRA & Cumann na mBan
activists, from 1916 to 2005 and beyond

Organised by Coiste na nIarchimí. Contact Seanna on 028 90 200770 / seanna@coiste.com

FROM
BALLYKELLY
TO BASRA
Ian Cobain, author of  ‘Cruel Britannia: a secret history of
torture’ in conversation with human rights lawyer, Padraig
Ó Muirigh, will discuss how the British Government have
repeatedly and systemically resorted to the use of torture,
bending the law where they can and devoting themselves
to denying their secrets. He will join the dots between the
London cage, the hooded men and the murder of Baha
Mousa. Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions
Committee

CUMANN NA MÉIRLEACH/ FELONS CLUB 12 - 3PM

1PM



IRELAND AND WEST BELFAST
FROM THE EASTER RISING
TO THE 1918 ELECTION &
THE FIRST DAIL: 1918 – 1919

This talk delivered by Dr Eamon Phoenix will examine the
aftermath of the 1916 Rising, the rise of Sinn Féin and the
establishment of the first Dáil Éireann. There will be
particular emphasis on the impact of these events in West
Belfast. Dr Eamon Phoenix is a political historian,
broadcaster and member of the Taoiseach’s Expert Advisory
Committee on Centenaries. Booking advisable. Free event.
For enquiries, contact: colinglen.library@librariesni.org.uk

UNION &
DISUNION

53FRIDAY  10TH AUGUST

In the last few years the people of Scotland have voted for both unions – 55% for the United
Kingdom and 62% for the European Union. But if staying in both is no longer an option where
does that leave the debate about Scotland’s national future? And what can people on each
side of the North Channel learn from looking across the water? Patrick Harvie, Scottish Green
Party and Member of the Scottish Parliament, will discuss. Chair: Christine Bell. Organised
by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee

COLIN GLEN LIBRARY 3PM

1PM

All events are in St Mary’s University College and are free unless otherwise stated.  For full
details consult the Féile programme, print version or online WWW.FEILEBELFAST.COM
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UCU / Duncairn Centre / Féile an Phobail / New Lodge Festival / Intercomm

Alternative
University
“Activisms in
2018 Belfast”

THE GREAT ESCAPE

Two years after the epic 1981 H-Block Hunger Strike in which ten young
republicans died, there was another epic event at Long Kesh that dealt a
huge blow to the Thatcher regime in Ireland. This was the escape of 38
IRA prisoners from H-Block 7 on Sunday 25 September 1983. The leaders
of that Escape,  Gerry Kelly, Bik McFarlane and Bobby Storey tell their
story about what actually took place. For enquiries, contact the
Andersonstown Social Club: 028 9060 0479
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COSMOPOLITAN NATIONALISM
VERSUS AUTHORITARIAN
POPULISM IN EUROPE
The Catalan crisis and the Scottish referendum both saw overtly
cosmopolitan nationalisms try but fail to gain independence - often in the
face of economic coercion and fear mongering. Paul Mason, author and
journalist, reported these and other national struggles and talks about
the present day challenges for those who want to redraw the map of
Europe. Organised by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee

ANDERSONSTOWN SOCIAL CLUB (PD) 8PM

FRIDAY  10TH AUGUST
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10am-11.30am 

Madeleine Leonard Place,

Generation and Everyday

Life: Teenagers’ Reflections

on Growing up in Belfast

Madeleine Leonard is a
Professor of Sociology at
Queen’s University. 

11.30am-1pm 

Phil Scraton Bearing Witness

to the ‘Pain of Others’:

Frontiers of Research and

Resistance

Phil Scraton is Professor
Emeritus in the School of
Law at Queen’s University
Belfast. Phil Scraton will
draw on his work
investigating the
Hillsborough disaster, the
inhumanity of incarceration
and childhood in transition
to explore the activism
central to critical research. 

Lunch Break

2pm-3.30pm 

Deena Haydon “Listen to
young people. Let them
have their say. Take it on
board and do something
about it”: Activism informed

by children and young

people

Formerly a primary
teacher, academic and
senior researcher in an NGO. 

3.30pm-5pm 

John Barry, Varieties of

environmental activism for a

just transition from

unsustainability: class,

climate change, divestment

and a new economy.

John Barry is a recovering
politician, having been a
councillor for the Green
Party on Ards and North
Down from 2011-2018.  

Break

5pm-6.30pm Closing
Panel: Radicalism in the
University, From 1968
France to Belfast today
with Seán Fearon, Julie Le
Mazier, and Michael Pierse

Seán Fearon was President
of Queen’s Students’ Union

during 2016-17, and now
works as economic policy
advisor for Sinn Féin.  

Julie Le Mazier, sociologist
at University Paris 1
Panthéon-Sorbonne, trade
union activist (Sud-
Education). 

Michael Pierse is a Senior
Lecturer at the School of
Arts, English and
Languages, Queen’s
University Belfast. 

The Alternative University
will close with a buffet and
a gig with ‘Spook of the
13th Lock’ in the Duncairn
Centre 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH FÉILE AN PHOBAIL, THE NEW LODGE FESTIVAL
AND INTERCOMM, THE UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE UNION (UCU) AT
QUEEN’S OFFERS A RE-EDITION OF ITS ALTERNATIVE UNIVERSITY IN
THE DUNCAIRN CENTRE, 10-11 AUGUST 2018.  

This re-edition of the Alternative University intends to spread this initiative to a wider
audience and give to the public the opportunity to participate and enjoy a free,
endearing and subversive discussion on activism in our community. Come to listen,
talk back and think collectively with academics from all disciplines!

3pm-4.00pm Opening Panel: What does
a strike do?  With Véronique Altglas,
Owen Reidy, Merav Amir 

Véronique Altglas is a sociologist and an
officer for University College Union at
Queen’s University Belfast. 

Owen Reidy is the Assistant General
Secretary of the Irish Congress of Trade. 

Merav Amir is a geographer at QUB. 

Break

4.30pm-6.00pm Communities take over.
How grassroots movements can
safeguard, expose and enhance local
heritage in Northern Ireland

Peter Doak From terrorism to tourism?

Troubles Tourism in Northern Ireland. 

Peter Doak is a Lecturer in Sociology at
Ulster University. 

Agustina Martire Save CQ! Or how

StreetSpace can save the Cathedral

Quarter.

Dr Agustina Martire is Lecturer in
Architecture and vice Chair of SaveCQ. 



Jonathan Powell was the former British Prime Minister Tony Blair’s Chief of Staff and
main negotiator with all the political parties in the north between 1997 and 2007. He
was intimately involved in all of the main negotiations during this period including the
Good Friday Agreement. He was also part of and party to the decision by Tony Blair to
invade Iraq and has for the last number of years been involved in the Basque peace
process. He will look back on these and other events. Chair Eilish Rooney. Organised
by Féile Debates and Discussions Committee

JONATHAN POWELL 
IN CONVERSATION

The James Connolly Visitor Centre (due to open in the Spring of 2019) present the
inaugural James Connolly Annual Lecture. This annual event will become an
opportunity for leading trade unionists, socialists and global political figures to deliver a
thought provoking lecture on the important issues of our times here in Ireland and
across the globe. Our first speaker appropriately is Gerry Mc Cormack, Deputy General
Secretary of SIPTU, Ireland's biggest and oldest trade union. SIPTU can trace it's origins
back to James Connolly and the Irish Transport & General Workers Union. Organised by
James Connolly Visitor Centre. Contact info@visitwestbelfast.com.

INAUGURAL JAMES
CONNOLLY LECTURE
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IRELAND’S BIGGEST
SUMMER SCHOOL
AN SCOIL SAMHRAIDH IS MÓ IN ÉIRINN
WWW.FEILEBELFAST.COM

VISUAL
ARTS

30 - 40 minute free tour of the
exhibitions based within St
Mary’s University College. 

Meeting Point: Student Entrance Foyer
Friday 3rd August, 12pm
Saturday 4th August, 1:30pm
Tuesday 7th August, 12pm


